Recognizing Spiritual Assets
I John 2:12-14

Introduction:

So far John has given his readers some fundamental truth about fellowship with God.

But false teachers (antichrists) are spouting their false doctrine about:
1. Salvation -  it is not eternal

2. Savior – He is not eternal either

If they are to maintain their fellowship with each other and with their God – Father and Son – they must hold on to the foundational doctrines.

Before he mentions the antichrists and their false doctrine, John asserts the spiritual competence of his Christians readers. His readers must recognize their spiritual assets.

Before we get into the body of the message, we need to ask and answer three questions:

1. What does John mean by “children, fathers, and young men?

a. They are physical terms - It preaches well!

Then, why the word order?

The whole group is called little children in 2:1, 18, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21

b. They are spiritual terms

The same reasons (above) hold for spiritual terms.

Also, the 2nd term for children, v14, παιδία is used in 2:28 to refer to the whole group.
c. Neither 

Both sets of titles refer to the whole church.

2. What is the significance of the change of the tense of the verbs, I write and I have written

a. The past tense refers to a previous letter.

There is no indication of any such letter.

b. It is just a stylistic difference.

I am writing = from John’s point of view.

At that point he is in the process of writing the letter, hence, “I am writing”.
I have written = from their point of view.

When they read the letter, the writing is past. (Epistolary Aorist) “I have written”.
3. In view of all of the warnings he has given in the previous section, they may be wondering why he is writing:

a. Because they are spiritually deficient?

b. Because he questions their eternal salvation?

c. None of the above.



Notice this:

Children > 1:5 - 2:2 – forgiveness of sins

Fathers   >  2:3-11  –  knowing God

Young men > no previous material
I. Little Children – The Church Worshipping - 2:12 & 14a
A. τεκνία – “little child” - “The sins have been forgiven you”
The first thing they learned was forgiveness. That is what marked them as children.

1. The kinds of forgiveness

a. They received forgiveness in relation to the penalty of sin. They will never answer for the sin passed on to them by Adam

b. In the previous section John stressed another kind of forgiveness, in relation to the power of sin.

2. The sources of forgiveness

a. The basis of forgiveness

Forgiveness became possible because of the work of Christ on the cross. 

b. The means of forgiveness is the name Jesus.

Sins have been forgiven you by belief is His name.

The false teachers were calling into question their entire salvation experience. And probably were claiming that the readers had never experienced true forgiveness. (See 2:25-26)
﻿
“And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. These things I have written to you concerning those who try to ﻿﻿deceive you”.
B. παιδία – young child
All believers have experienced forgiveness as part of their salvation. Then they experience family forgiveness and they get to know their Father better.

“You have come know the Father as a child Knows - That is important to a little child

And because you are sons, God has sent forth ﻿﻿the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, ﻿﻿“Abba, Father!” 

A child knows God in His role as Father: Fatherly concern, compassion, love. 

The father’s knowledge goes deeper.

II. Fathers – The Church Learning - 2:13 & 14b
                (Speaking to them as adult sons)
A. “You have come to know Him Who is from the beginning”
The tense is perfect they are in a state resulting from a past action.

In addition to the child’s knowledge of God, the father’s know Him as the eternal God. He is love, fidelity, longsuffering, etc. They have come to know this through experience with Him.

B. “You have come to know Him Who is from the beginning” (No change from v. 13)
You can’t improve on “coming to know God”
Except that you can know Him better.

The increase is not in the source.
The only limit is in the vessel.
Example: The widow in II Kings 4
III. Young Men - The Church Serving - 2:13b &14c

A. “You have overcome the wicked one”
Every person, who believes on Jesus for eternal life, is a victory over Satan.

Satan is actively engaging in blinding men’s minds to prevent them from faith in Jesus Christ.

When God breaks through that blindness and the lost sinner believes, Satan is defeated - II Corinthians 4:3-6

Since the effect of the new birth is irreversible, the defeat is decisive and permanent - Luke 8:12 

They kept walking in the light by the Word and prayer so they wouldn’t be lead astray by the devil. (I John 1:7-10)
Satan trembles when he sees the weakest Christian on his knees.

They were winning other to Jesus, pulling them out of the fire (Jude 23).
B. “You are strong”
After their conflict with Satan they are not weakened by the conflict.

1. They do not fight in their own strength, because the battle is the Lord’s.

2. The Lord renews their strength – Isaiah 40:31
“But those who ﻿﻿wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint”
If you do it in your own strength, you will get tired - physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. “But they are strong”
C. “The Word abides in you”
How do you get the Word to abide in you?

The way you get God’s word to abide in you is to abide in the word - 
﻿“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me” (John 15:4)
Later He says: 
﻿“If you abide in Me, and My words ﻿﻿abide in you, ﻿﻿you ﻿﻿will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you” (15:7)
They were prepared for the battle. They were abiding in Christ. The Word was abiding in them. They had the resource of answered prayer.

D. “You have overcome the wicked one”
No wonder they had overcome the wicked one – 

“Because greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world”
Conclusion:

Now that he has told them how prepared they are, he is ready to tell them about the dangers that surround them. 

We might expect that he would conclude with the fathers, but, due to the dangers confronting them,
1. The love of the world (which is under the wicked one).
2. The false teachings of the antichrists (who are agents of the wicked one).
They need to think of themselves as strong men who have already experience victory over the wicked one. There is no reason why this victory should not be theirs.
