Summary of 1 John




“Things We Now Know”

     1 John 5:18-21

Introduction:

     Why John wrote the Epistle - The antichrists were teaching false doctrine, especially about the person of Christ and the nature of salvation eternal and sanctification.

     John now reviews what he has taught about those and other topics under the heading of what we now know.
     If the readers (then and now) will grasp these truths, they will be able to withstand the allurements of the idolatry around them.
The first of these Truths is:

I. About Ourselves
A. The Report
“Everyone born of God does not sin”
Meaning:

1. Sinless Perfection – once a person is saved he never sins again.

John has told us that we do indeed sin.

﻿“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we ﻿﻿confess our sins, He is ﻿﻿faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to ﻿﻿cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ﻿If we say that we have not sinned, we ﻿﻿make Him a liar, and His word is not in us” (1:8-10).
2. He does not continue to sin, or does not habitually sin.
“makes a practice of sinning” (NLB)
This idea comes from a misunderstanding of the Greek present tense. They say, “it means a continuation”
“We know that ﻿﻿whoever is born of God does not
{present tense} continually sin”.
But look at 1 John 1:8 - If we add “continually sin” to that present tense:

﻿“If we say that we do not {present tense} continually have sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us.

The present tense alone does not mean “continue to”. 

Other words are needed as in:

Luke 24:53 διὰ παντὸς
“…and were continually ﻿﻿in the temple praising and blessing God. ﻿﻿Amen”.
Hebrews 13:15 διὰ παντὸς
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer ﻿﻿the sacrifice of praise to God…”
Hebrews 7:3 εἰς τὸ διηνεκές.
“…but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually…”
Hebrews 10:1 
“…which they offer continually year by year…”
(See also Mark.5:5; Acts 10:2; 24:16; Romans 11:10; Hebrews 9:6)
Also, this interpretation “Christians do not continually sin” does not fit with our experience:
Questions: Practical Side

1. Do not all Christians continue to sin until the day of their death?

2. Do not all Christians sin daily?

3. Isn’t daily sin a continuation in sin?

4. How could anyone not to be continuing in sin?

5. What could that translation possibly mean?

Answer: That translation solves nothing. All it does is to let the non-thinking person off the hook.

3. The regenerate person is incapable of sin.

John is not saying something new here. He has told us this same truth five times before: (3:9; 4:7; 5:1; 5:4)
“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God”

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God”

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…” 

 “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world…”
John is speaking of the inner man that cannot sin.  The inward man does not sin because it/he is born of God – “His seed remains in him” (3:9).
Paul speaks of the inner man as well:
 “For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: ﻿but I see a different law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity under the law of sin which is in my members” (Romans 7:20)
﻿“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith…” (Galatians 2.20).
“you have put on the new man who ﻿﻿is renewed in knowledge ﻿﻿according to the image of Him who ﻿﻿created him…” (Colossians 3.9-10).
“Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is ﻿﻿being renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16).
“…that He would grant you, ﻿﻿according to the riches of His glory, ﻿﻿to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in ﻿﻿the inner man…” (Ephesians 3:16).
“…and ﻿﻿be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you ﻿﻿put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:23-24).
Note: Balak hire Balaam to curse Israel. When he tried to do so, God put His words into his mouth:
“He ﻿﻿has not observed iniquity in Jacob, Nor has He seen ﻿﻿wickedness in Israel. The Lord his God is with him” (Number 23:21)
God was speaking of their position as God’s people.

As a total person, we do sin and can never claim to be free of it, but our “inward self” that is regenerated does not sin.
B. The Reason – “he keeps himself”
Meaning:

1. The One begotten by God (Jesus) keeps him (the believer).
Consideration:
a. Should the pronoun be “him” - NASB, NIV.
Then it means that Jesus keeps the believer.

b. Should the pronoun be “himself” - KJV, NKJV.
Then it means that the believer keeps himself
I prefer “himself” for textual reasons, for linguistic reasons and contextual reasons. John nowhere else referred to Jesus as “The One that is begotten by God”.
2. He (the believer) keeps himself 

Not in his own strength of course. God’s “seed” (3:9) remains in the regenerated inner self as the controlling element of his born again nature.
C. The Result – Satan can’t touch him.
“the wicked one does not touch him’

Not only can Satan not defeat the regenerate inward man, he can’t even touch him.
II. About Our Source 

A. We Are Out Of God 

The antichrists claimed that they were in the apostolic circles. 
However, John said:
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for ﻿﻿if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out ﻿﻿that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us” (3:19)
“We are our out of God” = we are on God’s side. 

Who is on the Lord’s side? WE ARE!
This is the opposite of the world being on the Devil’s side.

That is why we should:

“not love the world or the things in the world. ﻿If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (2:15)
We are active agents in a world that has chosen to “lie down” (be at home) in the power of the Devil – the arch-enemy of God.
B. The World Lies in The Devil - The world is under the control of the Devil.
“All that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, ﻿﻿the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And ﻿﻿the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever” (2:16-17)
III. About Our Savior 

A. He Has Come

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but ﻿﻿test the spirits, whether they are of God; because ﻿﻿many false prophets have gone out into the world. ﻿By this you know the Spirit of God: ﻿﻿Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess ﻿﻿that Jesus ﻿﻿Christ has come in the flesh is not of God” (4:1-3)
B. He has given us understanding. 
We have a spiritual intelligence from Him.
1 Corinthians 2:14
 “﻿﻿But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned”

God has given us understanding to know:

1. Him that is True

John 20:31
“This is the One the antichrists have been calling false. We know from John’s teaching that He is the true One. This means that He is “the Christ, The Son of God” 
2. That We are in Him that is True
John is not using “in Him” the way Paul does, meaning “in Him” for salvation. i.e. “in Christ”. Rather John means “in Him” for fellowship, abiding in Him.
“But ﻿﻿whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God ﻿﻿is perfected ﻿﻿in him. By this we know that we are in Him” (2:5).
3. That He is the True God

This is a clear statement of the deity of Christ.

﻿﻿
“This one is the true God ﻿﻿and eternal life.”

Final Exhortation:

“Little children”
Even in the last verse John calls them believers, “Little born ones”.
“Keep yourselves”
There is a responsibility. You will have all the help you will allow and it is adequate for the task. But you will be the one to make the decision not to engage in the worship of idols.

“From idols”
They are not some harmless curiosity, they are dangerous. Paul says that they worship demons who are behind the idols. 

1 Corinthians 10:20

“Rather, that the things which the Gentiles ﻿﻿sacrifice ﻿﻿they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons” 
Conclusion:

