Protect Your Work by Rejecting Error
II John 7-13
Introduction:
Church problems:
Moral – Corinthians

Personality – Philippians
Doctrinal – Galatians and II John

Importance:
II John serves a vital purpose as seen in verse 8.

He shows a definite link between maintaining the truth and gaining eternal reward.
Watch out for yourselves, ﻿﻿that ﻿﻿we do not lose those things we worked for, but that ﻿﻿we may receive a full reward.
1. Our reward is related to how we maintained the truth.
2. Reward can be lost.

3. Maybe, the ones following us can cause us to lose our reward.

In that case, it is necessary for us to teach and prepare our disciples the true doctrine and help them to stay in the truth.

Also, in that case, when our disciples continue, they are earning rewards for us.

Question: Does this cause Christians to think selfishly (as some would suggest)? Not at all, (rightly understood)!
1. John loved the Lord, that church and those people, but he also knew that his reward was linked to their ministry.

2. Jesus taught heavenly rewards.

Matthew 6:19-20
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.﻿ For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Surely Jesus would not teach selfishness. Selfishness is not at all the same as enlightened self interest.

Without self-interest:
1. No instinct to keep ourselves from danger.
2. No instinct to preserve our lives.
3. No desire to avoid eternal damnation.

So, anyone who equates self-interest and selfishness is ignoring the Bible and reality.

I. We Have to Know there is an Enemy - 7
We have to tell them of the danger.

This is the same warning as in I John 4:1-3

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but ﻿﻿test the spirits, whether they are of God; because ﻿﻿many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess ﻿﻿that Jesus ﻿﻿Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world”
Note: Before the completion of the canon, it was necessary to have a gift of “discerning of spirits.”
Now, near the end of the giving of the New Testament Revelation (AD 64-65), John is giving to the entire church the means of discerning of the spirit behind the revelation. He is saying, listen to the message; then you can judge from the content.
A. In Relation to the Word 
1. They may be believers.
In I John he wrote, they have gone out from us, i.e. from the apostles.

Can believers hold to false doctrine?  Yes!
II Timothy 2:17-18

“And their message will spread like cancer. ﻿Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who have strayed concerning the truth, ﻿﻿saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some”.
I Timithy 1:19-20
“having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, ﻿of whom are ﻿﻿Hymenaeus and ﻿﻿Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to ﻿﻿blaspheme”
Learn = παιδευθῶσιν – παιδευw
Used in Heb 12:6-10 to describe God’s discipline of His own children.
If one believed that Jesus is the Christ -- He has eternal life. There is nothing about continuing to believe in order to continue to have life.

Therefore, know this: Christians are not invincible in the face of cleverly concocted false doctrine.
If you don’t know this:
· You could be led astray by someone you are “certain” is a believer.
· You could be caught off-guard and fall into a trap of Satan.
2. They may maybe unbelievers.

But John seems to be emphasizing the believers here.

Their converts would be unbelievers.

B. In Relation to men – They are deceivers.

Πλάνος > planet - wanderer

They cause men to wander (πλάνος) from the truth.
Not satisfied to wander themselves, they want to get converts for their heresy. More zealous than we are very often.

C. In Relation to Jesus – They are Antichrists

There are many antichrists - false prophets
There is only one Antichrist – the false prophet. 
By the way, He is not the world ruler. He is not the first beast of Revelation 13, but the second beast.
II. We Have to Know How to Spot the Enemy - 8-9
A. He Goes Beyond (or aside) and Does not Abide in the Doctrine of Christ - 9
“Transgresses” means go beyond, step over the line. Turn aside.
This is a good indication that they once held the truth, but no longer do.
B. He Does not Confess Jesus as the Son of God - v. 7
He does not say that he denies, just does not confess.

The doctrine of Christ includes His deity and His humanity.

This false doctrine was the beginning of Gnosticism.
Their theme was: Spirit is good; matter is evil.

1. Docetists- Denied His Humanity.

He only seemed to have a body. His body was only a phantom.

2. Cerinthians – Denied His Deity

The anointing came upon Him at the Baptism and departed just before the Crucifixion. So, they did not confess the Biblical doctrine of the person of Christ.
C. “He does not have God” - 9
He left the true doctrine and has left God behind. He does not have God with him. Like the prodigal son:
He was still a son, but the father was not with him and he was not with the father.

These heretics are out of touch with God.

D. The one who abides in the doctrine of Christ, i.e. “does not stray away”:
He is living in this truth.
“Abides” μένων  is John’s favorite word to denote the experience of the disciple.

“Abides” is an ideal word to place opposite the concept of going aside.

This one has both the Father and the Son.
III. We Have to Know What to Do About the Enemy - 10-11
A. Don’t Invite Him in -10
1. Slam the door in his face and run and read II John.
Not a bad idea. But John is not quite saying that.
2. Don’t let him in to your house-church.

B. Don’t Greet him “Bid Him God Speed” - 11
1. It could be as little as a “have a good day”

2. It could be a letter of recommendation 

3. It could be financial help or provisions for his journey.

Some might say that John was unloving.

Didn’t Jesus say love your enemies?

John says that even a small greeting will make us a partaker of his evil deeds. 

The New Testament teaches absolute truth. 

There is one God.

There is one way to God.

God is a holy God and He expects holy living from those who name His name.

Conclusion:
We have to know that there is an enemy.

We have to know how to spot the enemy.

We have to know what to do about the enemy.

John’s Farewell - 12-13
A. The Emphasis on the things in the letter.
B.  The Elect Lady’s Greeting.
