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When the Cults Come Knocking

By Ray Losey, MAR
Purpose And Goals

1. To define and identify the major cults and their members.

2. To show the history and development of the major cults.

3. To grasp better understanding of how the devil, that is, the deceiver operates.

4. To contrast the cults’ doctrinal errors with Historical Evangelical Christianity.

5. To better understand the cults so that we may reach them with the true gospel.

6. To solidify our confidence in the gospel by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and in the essential doctrines of Historical Evangelical Christianity.

What Is A Cult?

     The term “cult” comes from the French culte and the Latin Cultus, cultivation; the word can be traced back indirectly to acorn; the term agriculture is Latin, agri cultura, “tilling the field” -- to cultivate; “cultivating the favor of the gods”.

Webster’s Dictionary defines a “cult” in the broadest sense as: “a system of religious worship or ritual. This is defined without regard to any particular deity. For our purposes this is to broad.

From a Christian perspective a cult may be defined as:

“a separate religious group generally claiming compatibility with Christianity but whose doctrines contradict those of historic Christianity and whose practices and ethical standards violate those of biblical Christianity”.

Dr. Gordon Lewis of Denver Seminary defines a cult as:

“a religious group claiming to be based on Christ and the Bible, but whose characteristic teachings contradict the essentials of Christian teachings, whose standard of life contradicts the essentials of Christian ethics and whose standard of leadership contradicts the standards of Christian ministerial standards”.

Alan W. Gomes, in “Unmasking the Cults” defines:

“A cult of Christianity is a group of people who claim to be Christian, yet embrace a particular doctrinal system taught by an individual leader, a group of leaders, or organization, which denies one or more of the central doctrines of the Christian faith as taught in the sixty-six books of the Bible”

From a Christian perspective cults are “spiritual counterfeits” or “heretical groups”. For Christians “cult” implies that which is “destructive to people’s spiritual welfare”. We do not want to refer to them as “alternate faiths” or “new religious groups” for this tends to imply that all religions have equal validity. “These groups cannot, in all frankness, be seen as something neutral, biblical, divine or benign. . . . .their agenda is often anti-moral, anti-social, and anti-Christian”.

Why Examine The Cults?

1. They are numerous: There are about 5000 cult groups worldwide containing an estimated 150 million people and growing. Their influence goes beyond just their membership.

2. They are deceptive: Most if no all of the cults claim to be Christian, or at the very least excepting of all religions, including Christianity. Their outward public appearance is positive. Happy, smiling, well dress people, with good morals and a good standing in the community. Some even give large sums of money to charity groups (i.e.: MS) to boast their public image. The front they present is a false front, like a fake movie set. What they claim to be is not what they are in reality. They have a thin veneer of legitimacy. The cults are similar to the Pharisees who Jesus compared to:

“White washed tombs, which look beautifully on the outside, but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. In the same way on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside your are full of hypocrisy and wickedness” (Mt.23:27).

     We should not be surprised at this, for Satan Himself parades around as an “angle of light”. And his false teachers are called, “wolves in sheep clothing”. In the end times Satan’s deception will be so strong so as to “deceive even the elect – if that were possible” (Mt. 24:24).

     Even today many Christians are mislead by their façade. Christians however, are commanded to “examine everything carefully;” (I Th. 5:21). We are told to stay on the alert and not be deceived: 

“And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. "For many will come in My name, saying, "I am the Christ,' and will mislead many.” (Mt. 24:4).

"What I say to you I say to all, "Be on the alert!'" (Mark 13:37)

“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love” (1 Cor 16:13-14).

“With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Eph 6:18)

“let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation” 1 Th. 5:6-8).

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in your faith” (1 Peter 5:8-9). 

"Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them”  (Luke 12:37).

3. They distort the true gospel: The cult’s grievous distortions of the gospel call for an answer. We are called upon to defend the faith:

“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (I Peter 3:15-16).

Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.” (Jude 3).

“I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).

4. They need salvation: Christians are responsible to evangelize deceived people in the cults.

“My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person” (Col 4:2-6)

5. They are harmful: especially spiritually. Aside from causing spiritual illness a significant number of the youth who join cults have psychological problems as a result. Some studies purport about one-third to one-half of those involved in destructive cults suffer some psychological harm.

6. They are leaches on the Church: A sizable proportion of those involved in cults come from some type of evangelical church background: 25% come from evangelical or fundamental churches and over 40% come from the large, more liberal Protestant denominations, and a smaller percentage come from Catholic backgrounds. Dr. Van Baalen says that: “the cults are the unpaid bills of the church” (Chaos of Cults, p. 14). They are churchgoers whom the Church fails to bring to maturity.

The reasons cults are successful in attracting converts, especially “christians” is due to widespread Biblical and theological illiteracy in the churches. “It can be traced to people’s lack of knowledge in Biblical doctrines and apologetics. No one can defend themselves against spiritual error if they don’t know what the truth is”.

“My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge of God” (Hosea 4:6)

What The Scriptures Say About The Cults

God Warns Us That False Teachers And Their False Teachings Were Coming:
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.” (2 Timothy 4:1-2).

“"In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts. These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.” (Jude 18-19).
“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.” (1 Tim. 4:1-3).

The Cults Are No A Surprise To God!

The Characteristics of False Teachers

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds” (2 Cor 11:13-15).

They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved” (2 Peter 2:13-17).

These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever” (Jude 12-13).

Prophecies Concerning False Teachers’ Demise

"Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. "Many will say to Me on that day, "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' "And then I will declare to them, "I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' (Matt 7:21-23)

“dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (2 Th. 1:8-9).

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!” (Gal 1:8-9).

“For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.” (Phil. 3:18-19).

Warnings to Christians Concerning How To Avoid Falling Into False Doctrine

Now these (Bereans) were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so”(Acts 17:11).

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. "Therefore be on the alert” (Acts 20:28-31).

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ” (Col. 2:8)

But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. (Titus 2:1).

Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you” (1 Tim 4:16).

As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming” (Eph 4:14).

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).

What the Cults Think About Evangelical Christianity

Historical Evangelical Christianity is: to ridged; self-defeating; dualistic; spiritually regressive; grasshopper consciousness; the enemy; possesses dead dogma; has an outrageous theology, false beliefs, a closed theology; is Satanic, pagan, evil, and under the judgment of God.

What the Jehovah Witness Think of Christendom:

“Is Satan’ instrument; a religion of demonism; liars; immoral; wicked; Babylon the Great; hateful to God and His people (JW); inferior; the way of death; the antichrist.

Don’t be fooled! Their theology is just as ridged and closed as Christian beliefs.
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JEHOVAH WITNESSES
CURRENT FACTS

MEMBERSHIP: nearly 6 million active baptized members in 1999. 5 to 7 million additional interested persons, or inactive members. There are some 24+ sects of JW. They spent 1.1 billion hours evangelizing in 234 countries (Watchtower, 1-1-00). To bring one convert to baptism involves 10 active Witnesses and some 1,800 hours of service. There has been a steady exodus of membership. From 1949 to 1975 at least 400,000 baptized Witnesses left the JW. From 1970-1979 over 750,000 members left the organization or were disfellowshipped, due in a large part to authoritarianism, legalism, stress, and medical hazards.

FOUNDER: Charles Taze Russell (President: 1884-1916). Held their first Bible Study in 1870 in Allegheny, PA. JW sprang from this Bible study. In 1876 the class voted C. Russell their pastor. In 1879 Russell founded a periodical “Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence” which evolved into the “Watchtower–-Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom”. Russell founded and installed himself as president of “Zion’s Watch Tower Track Society”. 

HISTORY: In 1931 Joseph F. Rutherford (1916-1942) adopted the name “Jehovah Witnesses” to separate Rutherford’s followers from traditional Christian groups and Russellite splitter groups. He was primarily responsible for starting door-to-door preaching. He began his own publication “Awake”. President Knorr (1942-1977) released portions of “The New World Translation” in 1950 – JW translation of the Bible. President Franz (1977-1992) began a crackdown of dissident JW in 1980 where his own nephew was expelled from the organization. 

CHIEF PUBLICATIONS: “Awake”; “The Watchtower”; and “The New World Translation”.

JEHOVAH WITNESSES THEOLOGY

SOURCE -- Seventh-day Adventism and Christadelphianism exerted a marked influence upon Russell and they clearly became the source of his theology. This was first asserted in the book, “The Chaos of the Cults” in 1929: “The origin of the Russell-Rutherford-Knorr theology, especially of its eschatology, lies in Seventh-day Adventism”.

NATURE OF
 GOD – They are polytheistic; but more specifically, henotheistic – a belief in many gods with one principle deity that is worshipped. They do not worship Jesus, only the father Jehovah. Only Jehovah is eternal. “He is omniscient, but not omnipresent although His power extends everywhere”.
 

TRINTIY – JW’s give 5 reasons why they reject the Trinity: 1) The Trinity was not part of the early church, but was a development of paganism; 2) The Trinity is not found in the Bible; 3) It is an invention of Satan to maligns Jehovah’s name; 4) It is a doctrine of polytheism, teaching three gods; 5) It is irrational.

JESUS - He is “a god” who became the Christ/Messiah at his baptism. He was Jehovah’s first spirit son. His existence has three stages: He was first created as a special, but mortal angel known as “Michael the Archangel” – a creation of God. He was the first thing Jehovah God created, and then Jesus created everything else. Second, Michael ceased to exist and became or was recreated as Jesus, a literal human being, and a mere man, nothing more. He lived with a heavenly God-like existence, but was not God or even “a god”. There is no incarnation – “God becoming flesh”. The physical man Jesus ceased to exist at his death and was not resurrected. Thirdly, After Jesus’ death, Michael was recreated as a new and improved spiritually powerful immortal angel. This new recreated Michael was the 1st to receive immortality. This recreated and more glorious Michael, (still named Jesus) is a totally different person than the Jesus who walked upon the earth. However, the glorious Michael has the same identity as Jesus.

CHRIST – is not one member, but many. We are capable of being a Christ. Jesus was not born the Christ, but became the Christ at His baptism.

HOLY SPIRIT – is a impersonal and invisible active force. A force or energy that accomplishes God’s will. God gets things done by sending forth an invisible active force. He sends it forth to accomplish his will in the world.

SATAN – Their position is orthodox, except for his annihilation at the end.

ATONEMENT – Insufficient to cover all sin. Jesus death paid for Adam sin (original sin) only, not for the all sins which humanity have committed. His perfect human life offset the inherited condemnation of Adam’s family. His death only provides the opportunity for us to work for our own salvation. “Grace” simply means the chance to earn one’s own redemption. 

MAN – Man does not have a soul, but is a soul. The body is the soul. The soul is a combination of a body and the “life force” which is no different from the life force in animals.

SIN – a weak view of sin is held. Any soteriological view that state man can work for his own salvation, seriously underestimate the seriousness of sin.

DEATH – Annihilation; Soul sleep.

HELL
- Does not exist. There is no place of eternal punishment.

RESURRECTION - Jesus was not raised bodily. The Jesus that walked upon the earth ceased to exist. When anyone dies the body ceases to exist. Faithful Jehovah Witnesses and Non-Jehovah Witnesses go into soul sleep and are recreated during the Millennium and are given a second test and opportunity to live a proper life. Unfaithful Jehovah Witnesses are not given this opportunity but their body/soul are immediately annihilated. Only the leadership of the Jehovah Witnesses (144,000) are glorified at their death and only they spend eternity in heaven. Those who pass the second test will live out eternity on Paradise earth. Non-Jehovah wicked people fair better than Unfaithful Jehovah Witnesses.

SECOND COMING – Because Christ is an immortal spirit he cannot return physically. According to JW Christ was predicted to already returned spiritually in 1874, but was later changed to 1914. JW do not look for the return of Christ, but for the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom preceded by Armageddon.

SALVATION – Is by faith and works. Every JW must earn and maintain their own salvation. “It must be maintained by great effort and can so easily be lost if one fails to meet the proper standards . . . they are only given the opportunity to prove themselves righteous by maintaining a favored status before God”.
 “There is no substitute for obedience, no gaining of God’s favor without it”.

BELIEVERS -- There are two classes of believers with two different ways of salvation and different destinies for each. The minority class of believers is the “anointed class”, “the little flock” or “faithful and discreet slave” (Mt. 24:45), which are the 144,000 specific Jehovah’s Witnesses (God’s elect) and only they are “born again”. They are recreated immortal spirits at their death and will rule with God from heaven. Who are they? They are the small group leaders at the Watchtower Headquarters in Bethel N.Y. who write and publish the literature of the Society. They will rule over the majority class of believers known as the “other sheep”. The “other sheep” are recreated humans, faithful saints (JW) and unbelievers put to the test during the Millennium. Those who pass the second test, die and are recreated again to live forever on paradise earth. The “second death” – extinction – remains for those who fail the second and final test.

SCRIPTURE – At first glace it may seem that JW hold to a biblical view of inspiration and inerrancy. However, only the Watchtower Society can correctly interpret the Bible. “Whatever word comes from the Watchtower is equal to Scripture”.
 Ordinary people cannot understand the Scriptures apart from the organization which God works WTS. God speaks directly with them WTS leaders and only them. The WTS created the New World Translation in 1950. They claim the New World Translation is the best translation in English from the original Greek and Hebrew. However, members are not encouraged to read or have any independent study for they are unable to understand it except through the WTS. They claim that their theology is “reasonable”. “Whatever is “unreasonable” to them is summarily rejected. Paradoxically members must not use their “human reason” to question WTS teaching” Their premise is: no matter how much one studies the Bible one will end up in spiritual darkness apart from WT publications to interpret it correctly for them. “Dissent, criticism or independent questioning and reading of “unauthorized” literature is not permitted. One may ask the questions, but one may not question the answers”.

THE OCCULT – The Watchtower Society claims that angels guided it translators in translating the NWT. Rutherford openly stated that angel helped write The Watchtower Magazine. “Today the WTS appears it be unsuspectingly involved in the occult principally one manner: it seems to accept demonic guidance and revelations that come to it in the guise of angelic contacts. For example, “Judge” Rutherford practiced what a channeler or medium would, when wanting to contact the spirit world”.

CRITIQUE

NATURE OF GOD – Orthodoxy Christianity has always taught, as faithful Jews before us have, that: "The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!" (Deut 6:4). 

"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me (Isa 44:6).

"I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not known Me; That men may know from the rising the setting of the sun, that there is no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other” (Isa 45:5-6).

"Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me” (Isa 46:9).

 “the only true God” (John 17:3).

“we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one” (1 Cor 8:4).

“there is but one God” (1 Cor 8:6).

“for there is one God” (1 Tim 2:5).

God is stated to be omnipresent in Psalm 139:7-12, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? . . . .  (The implied answer is nowhere).

"Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do not see him?" declares the LORD. 

"Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD” (Jer 23:24).

Jesus said, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  (Matt 28:20).

TRINITY – 

Its Origin: The doctrine of the trinity comes from revelation, not derived ancient paganism. Anti-trinitarian’s claim that the apostolic church knew nothing of Trinity and that the Trinity was a fabrication of the Council of Nicea in the fourth century is simply not true.

· Theophlius was the first to use the term “trinity” lived from 116-181 A.D.

· Ignatius (30-107) an early church father we find in his writings the following statement: “Jesus Christ our God, who is God and man”.

· Justin Martyr (100-155) wrote of  “Jesus, who . . . being the first-begotten Word of God, is even God”.

· Irenaeus of Lyons (120-255 A.D.) wrote that Jesus was “perfect God and perfect man”.

· Tertullian of Carthage (145-255 A.D.) said Jesus “Christ is also God . . . [In] His birth, God and man united”. Jesus is “both Man and God, the Son of Man, and the Son of God”.

· Anthansius (293-373 A.D.) taught against the early Arian heresy, which taught that Jesus Christ was not God, declared that Jesus, “always was and is God and Son,” and, “He who is eternally God . . . also became man for our sake.

· Augustine declared that Christians “believe that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God . . . a trinity of mutually related Persons, and a unity of equal essence”.

These sampling of statements by some of the early church fathers, prove that the early church accepted the deity of Christ and the doctrine of the trinity.

     The idea that it was derived from ancient religions of Babylon, Egypt, Greece and Roman has no foundation. JW and others misrepresent the trinity concept The Christian trinity is nothing like the false counterfeit trinities of paganism, but significantly different. There is no pagan triad of gods analogous to the Christian Trinity. They believe we teach the trinity as being three gods. However, the Church has never taught tri-theism (three gods). Though some have attempted to explain the trinity as God working in three different modes or aspects (Sabelliansim; Modalism). This view was rejected and condemned by the church at large.
Its Comprehension: Simply because the trinity cannot entirely be understood does not in itself make it wrong. Ankerburg states: “Because the concept cannot be fully comprehended does not mean the doctrine is irrational or cannot be accurately defined . . . . Many things in life are incapable of being fully comprehended, but this does not mean that they are impossible or irrational . . . Threeness and Oneness of God is a paradox or antinomy – an apparent contradiction, not a genuine contradiction”.

Its Scriptural: The concept of the trinity is not explicitly found in the OT. The Hebrew word for God “Elohim” does have a plural ending. Plural pronouns are used of God in Genesis 1:26: "Then God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. . . ." The prophet Isaiah who was given a vision of God describing God’s most essential attribute in a triad: "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts" (Isa. 6:3; Rev. 4:8). A reference to the preincarnate Christ, found in Isaiah 48:16, is associated with the Lord God, and the Spirit: "And now the Lord God has sent Me, and His Spirit". Is this a possible glimpse of the trinity? 

     In the New Testament Jesus commands His disciples to: "baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. . . " (Mt. 28:18-20). Paul speaks of the three persons of the trinity: "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all" (II Co. 13:14). And John states that, "there are three that bear witness" (I Jn. 5:7).

God is a Tri-unity – One God in Three Persons. Each person contains all of the attributes of deity. 
1 x 1 x 1 = 1
The name Jehovah is not found in the Bible. Jehovah was introduced by Raymundus Martini, a Spanish monk, in 1270. The term was created when the Hebrew consonants for God’s name (YHWH) were blended with the vowels from Adonai (another name for God that means Lord).
 The Y is pronounced as a J and the W pronounced as a V.
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A d o n a i
JESUS

Created or Creator? -- JW will quote several passages from the Bible to show that Jesus had a beginning. Notable Colossians 1:15-17 is quoted to prove that Jesus was created and that He then created everything else. They add the word “other” in the NWT. An addition, which is not found in the original Greek:

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all (other) things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities -- all (other) things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together (Col 1:15-17).

 ““, (prototokos) -- “firstborn” is the Greek word a reference to position or rank; the right of authority, and not to time. It has to do with “priority”. In Gen. 27:28-41 God calls Jacob the firstborn when he received the blessings, even though he was born second to Esau. In Colossians, Paul is referring to His priority and status over creation. He is also spoken of as having rank over those resurrected. He is the firstborn from the dead (Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5).

It is said in the Old Testament Scriptures that it is God (Elohim) who created the heaven and the earth (Genesis 1:1) and the LORD (Yahweh) who made heaven and earth” (Ps 121:2; 115:15; 124:8; 134:3 146:6). If the LORD made everything and by the Son all things were created, then they are one and the same. It is Jesus who is the LORD and who ought to be worshiped as our Creator:

"You alone are the LORD. You have made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to all of them and the heavenly host bows down before You” (Neh 9:6).

"Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters." (Rev 14:7).

“For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.” (Rom 1:25).

Who can create the universe but God, and who ought to be worshipped none other than the Creator? Jesus, the creator of all things is the omnipotent God and He ought to be worshipped!

“”, (monogenes) -- JW may refer to the term “only-begotten” (NASV; KJV) in John 1:14; 18; and 3:16 to prove that Jesus was born into existence. But the Greek word “” does not mean “to be born”. It means “one of a kind” or “unique”; “one and only” (NIV). It means that Jesus is the only unique Son of God, not “only born son”. “For as many as receive Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God . . . (John 1:12). If we are born of Him then God has more than one son (John 3:5; I John 2:29; 3:9).

Hebrews 11:17 refers to Abraham who offered his “only-begotten son”. Isaac was Abraham’s one and only unique son of promise. It was through Isaac that the promise was going to be fulfilled. But Isaac was not the only son born to Abraham, nor the first born son. He had in fact a total of 8 sons. Abraham also had Ishmael by Hagar and 6 other sons by his other wife, Keturah after Sarah died. They were: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah (Gen. 25:1-2).

“” (gennao) -- is a Greek word that does mean “to be born”. JW will refer you to Psalms 2:7 -- "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. However this verse is explained in Acts 13:33. Paul by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit interprets Ps. 2:7 as a “begetting from the dead” -- Not a beginning of existence, but a raising from the dead.

Jesus is Eternal

Isaiah 9:6 calls the child to be born, the Christ to come, an eternally father-like person.

Micah 5:2 says that even though Jesus was born in Bethlehem, “His going forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity”. 

John 1:30 -- John the Baptist refers to Jesus who was born after he was as having existed before him.

John 8:58 – Jesus says that He existed before Abraham who lived around 2000 B.C.

Revelation 1:8; 21:6 -- The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty”; and “the beginning and the end” Jesus says, "Behold, I am coming quickly . . . I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end" (Rev 22:12-13). The Lord also said, “I am the first and the last, and there is no other God besides Me” (Isa. 44:6). 

Jesus Is Immutable
Malachi 3:6 -- "For I, the LORD, do not change; 

Hebrews 13:8 -- Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Is Jesus Michael the Archangel?
Jesus cannot be Michael the Archangel or any created being, for angels cannot rule the world according to Hebrews 2:5. On the other hand, Luke 1:32-33 and Revelation 19:16 state that Jesus will rule over all. (Also see I Cor. 15:27-28).

“And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." (Rev 19:16).

Is Jesus the Lord?

“if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; . . . for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED." (Rom 10:9-13). 

Paul quotes Isaiah 28:16, that those who call on the name of the LORD will be saved. The Greek word for our English “Lord” is “kurios”. The Old Testament was translated into Greek around 200 B.C., called the Septuagint. The translators used the Greek word “kurios” in place of the Hebrew “Yahweh”. Paul is making the Lord Jesus the LORD of the Old Testament. Whoever calls on the LORD/Yahweh/Jehovah and confesses that Jesus is the LORD/Yahweh/ Jehovah will be saved! 

Is Jesus the Almighty God?
“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

The Lord God is called the Almighty (Rev. 1:8). The child that is born is called “Mighty God” (Isa. 9:6). JW say that the coming Messiah is called “a mighty God”.

There is only one God, period! There is no Almighty God, and mighty god(s). Only one Almighty/Mighty God, Jesus Christ.

Direct Statements of Jesus Deity Found in the Gospels and Epistles

John 1:1

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”

     The context points to God. John is deliberately linking Christ with the God of creation and Genesis 1:1. The Jehovah Witnesses translate the passage as "a god", because there is no article before God. However, there is no indefinite article “a” in Greek. The Greek does not say "a" god, but just God. John is a monotheist -- There is "only one true God" (17:3). Why would he argue for polytheism? He is not talking about a plurality of gods.

Colwell Rule: 

"A definite predicate nomative has the article when it follows the verb (I John 4:8);
it (PN) does not have the article when it precedes the verb (John 1:1)".

ss

God    was   the   Word

      PN     Verb

In the case of John 1:1, the predicate nomative "God" precedes the verb "was", therefore, it does not have the article.

Bottom Line: “God” does not need the article “the” to be definite -- specific, particular, fixed, limited.

Other verses where the article is not used with God: John 1:6, 12,13,18; 3:2,21; 9:16,33; Rom. 1:7,17,18; I Cor. 1:30; 15:10; Phil. 2:11,13; Titus 1:1. Even though no article is used in these verses the NWT translates them as definite and capitalize “God”.

Walter Martin states:

“JW use and remove the articular emphasis whenever and wherever it suits their fancy regardless of grammatical laws to the contrary”.

Hebrews 1:8

What does the Father say about His Son?

"But of the Son, He says, Thy throne, O God is forever.....Therefore God, Thy God, has anointed Thee....." (Heb. 1:8). Meaning: the Father calls the Son, God! This translation makes perfect sense and it fits well with other verses with the same Greek construction (i.e.: Heb. 10:7; John 17:1,5,11)

The Jehovah Witnesses translate the verse incorrectly: “But of the Son He says, God is your throne forever”. Meaning: the Father has dominion or rule over the son. Problem: their translation does not make good sense.

Titus 2:13

"looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus". (Titus 2:13).

Granville “G” Sharp's Rule:
“When  (and) (1) connects two nouns (2) (3) of the same case, and if the article (the) (4) precedes the first noun but not the second, the article applies to second as well. It denotes a farther description of the first noun”
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“the great God and Savior, Jesus Christ”


Savior is a further description of God. God and Savior are used interchangeable with reference to Jesus Christ in Titus 2:10-11; 3:4, 6. They are one and the same!

II Peter. 1:1

“by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ”

Romans 9:5

“and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen”

JW claim this verse is a doxology and should read:

“May God who is over all be blessed forever”

This is not a doxology, because in a doxology the word “blessed” always precedes “God”. Here – “God” preceded “blessed” –  a statement of Christ’s deity.

John 1:18

“No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him”

Jesus is the one and only “monogenes” God (not Son, here). Only God can explain God!

I John. 5:20

"and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life"

Colossians 2:9

“For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” – present tense!

Should Jesus Be Worshipped?
Jesus claimed the right to receive human worship – Jesus knows that there is only one God and only He is to be worshipped: Jesus said, "Go, Satan! For it is written, "you shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only" (Matt. 4:8). The Magi worshipped Him (Mt. 2:11) And Jesus accept worship from others:

“And he said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped Him” (John 9:38).

“Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him” (Mark 5:6).

Also see: Mt. 21:9-16; 28:9,17; Luke Heb. 1:5-6;  & Rev. 5:8-14.

Contrast Jesus’ acceptance of worship, with Peter (Acts 10:25-26), Paul and Silas (Acts 14:11-15), and an angel (Rev. 19:10) who refused to accept worship; And with Herod who did accepted worship unjustly and was eaten by worms (Acts 12:20-23).

Did Jesus Claim Absolute Equality With God?

"I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another” (Isa. 42:8).

"Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was”. (Jn 17:5)

.

 “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (Jn 17:24)

"I and the Father are one" (John 10:30).

 “But He answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working" (John 5:17).

 “Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, "Show us the Father'? (John 14:8-9).

CHRIST – Jesus was the Christ/Messiah -- “The Anointed One” from the beginning.

· “And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:9-11).

· When Jesus’ parents brought Him to the temple to be circumcised (8 days after birth), a priest in Israel named Simeon, had been told: “to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ” (Luke 2:26).

HOLY SPIRIT – He is the third Person of the Trinity. He Possess the Characteristics of a Person and Possess All of the Essential Attributes of Deity:

1. He has the Attributes of a Person
· Mind -- "the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God" (I Cor. 2:10-11)

· Emotion -- "do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God" (Eph. 4:30)

· Will -- "But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills" (I Cor. 12:11)

2. He has the Actions of a Person

· Teaches (John 14:26)

· Bears Witness (John 15:26)

· Leads or Guides (Romans 8:14)

· Intercedes (Romans 8:26)

· Comforts (John 14:16)

3. He is Treated like a Person
· Lied too (Acts 5:3)

· Resisted (Acts 7:51)

· Insulted (Hebrews 10:29)

· Blasphemed (Mt. 12:31)

4. The Masculine Pronoun is Used with the Spirit
Spirit is neuter, but the pronoun is masculine:

"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you anotherHelper or Comforter  -- “paraclet” (neuter), and He (masculine) may be with you forever" (John 14:16)

"When the helper comes,.......the Spirit “pneuma” -- ""  (neuter) of truth, who precedes from the Father, He -- "s" (masculine) will bear witness of Me" (John 15:26).

"But when He -- "s" (masculine), the Spirit -- "" (neuter) of truth comes, He will guide -- "" (masculine) you into all the truth; . . ." (John 16:13-14)

5. He is declared to be God
· "Ananias why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit......You have not lied to men, but to God" (Acts 5:3-4).

· "Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?" (I Cor. 3:16). Only God dwells in the temple, and if the Spirit dwells in the temple, then the Spirit is God.

· "You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing what your fathers did" (Acts 7:51).

· "Paul had spoken one parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet ......" (Acts 28:25-27). Paul attributed the words that God told Isaiah as spoken by the Holy Spirit. It was "God the Holy Spirit" who was speaking to Isaiah.

6. He has the Attributes of God
· Eternal -- "the eternal Spirit" ( Heb. 9:14)

· Knows all things -- "the Spirit searches all things" (I Cor. 2:10)

· Omnipresent -- "Where can I go from Your Spirit?" (Psalms 139:7-10).

7. He has the Prerogatives of God
· Sends Missionaries -- "being sent out by the Holy Spirit" (Acts 13:4).

· Gives Gifts -- " to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good" (I Cor. 12:4-11).

· Deserving of Worship and Honor -- "blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven" (Mt. 12:31). Only God can be blasphemed -- honor that is not given or robbed from Him. The Spirit is here to honor Christ, and if we are filled with the Spirit, we will be people who do not focus primarily on the Spirit, but on Christ. But it is also appropriate to worship the Spirit because He is God. 

8. He has the Activities of God
· Creation (Gen. 1:2; Psalms 104:3).

· Regeneration -- "unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5-6). "He saved us.....by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3:5).

· Sanctification -- "by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ" (I Peter 1:2).

· Revelation -- "we have received.....the Spirit.....that we might know the things freely given to us by God" (I Cor. 2:12-13).

· Inspiration -- "no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit from God" (II Peter 1:21). "things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words" (I Cor. 2:12-13).

· Illumination -- "But the natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual, appraises all things....." (I Cor. 2:14-15).

· Raises the Dead -- "the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus" (Romans 8:11).

ATONEMENT – Jesus’ death was sufficient to pay for every sin of everyone who has/is/will ever live on the face of the earth, not just for original sin. The extent of the atonement was for all men.
For Whom Did Christ Die?

“But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him . . . Yet He Himself bore the sin of many Isa 53:6; 12

"the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)

“Christ died for the ungodly . . . while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:6, 8).

“The man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all” (1 Tim 2:5-6).

“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross” (1 Peter 2:24).

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

“we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers” (1 Tim 4:10).

“He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 John 2:2).

(Also see I Cor 15:3; II Cor. 5:21; Gal. 1:4; Heb. 9:28; Mk. 10:45). 

SALVATION – Because Jesus paid the penalty of sin, obtaining forgiveness and redemption for all men, He is able to offer salvation as a gift to those who will receive it by faith:

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 6:23).

 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God“ (John 1:12-13).

“those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:17).

We are saved only by Christ’s work on the cross. He alone is worthy to obtain redemption of mankind (Rev. 5:9). We are saved by His works, for good works:

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Eph 2:8-10).

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7).

“our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14).

We cannot be saved by our works! All our righteousness is seen by God as filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). We are saved only by our faith in Christ:
“by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight” (Rom 3:20).

“a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified” (Gal 2:16).

“And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace” (Gal 5:3-4).

“if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal 2:21).

“But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness” (Rom 4:5).

“For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM." Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH" (Gal 3:10-11).

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH” (Rom 1:16-17).

“In Christ Alone, By Grace Alone, Through Faith Alone”

What About The Book James?  Can A Man Be Justified By His Own Works?

James asks the question: “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?” (James 2:14). The implied answer is no:

Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works" (James 2:17-18).

.

Does James uses Abraham and Rahab as an example of someone who was justified by their works?

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God. You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. (James 2:21-24-26).

     The works that Abraham and Rahab performed would have never taking place if they had not had faith in God to begin with. Their total trust in God, produced the work. Their work demonstrates that they were justified by faith. The work in itself did not produce justification, but the faith in God alone, which in turn produced the work by which they were justification.

Salvation is

“By Faith Alone in Christ Alone”

DEATH – Jehovah Witnesses use Eccl. 9:5 and Psalm 146:4 to prove annihilation:
“For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten” (Eccl 9:5).

“His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his thoughts perish” (Ps 146:4). 

There is better evidence that death means: a separation of the body from the spirit.

· The story (Luke 16:19-31) of the rich man and the poor man Lazarus gives us a glimpse into the afterlife where people are conscience of their surroundings.

· In Matthew 17:3 Moses, who had been died for 1500 years speaks to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

· Jesus speaks of the soul and the body as having separate parts, when He said: "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mt. 10:28)

· The Bible speaks of the soul departing and returning to the body:

“It came about as her soul was departing (for she died), that she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin” (Gen 35:18).

“Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, I pray You, let this child's life return to him" (1 Kings 17:21).

“Paul went down and fell upon him, and after embracing him, he said, "Do not be troubled, for his life (literally “soul”) is in him" (Acts 20:10).

“When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained” (Rev 6:9).

Question? If Jesus is life (John 1:4), how can He cease to exist? How could anything exist, if life died?

HELL – The Bible speaks of Hades/Hell as a real place of unending torture. It uses the same language to described the duration of ones existence in Hell as ones duration in Heaven = Eternal. Simply because we do not like the idea of Hell does not deny the fact that the Bible teaches about its existence.

"Then He will also say to those on His left, "Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt 25:41).

"These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life" (Matt 25:46)

"And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image” (Rev 14:11).

“And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Rev 20:10).

“we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor 5:10).

RESURRECTION -- Christ was raised bodily – He was raised in the same physical body in which He died.
"See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." Luke 24:39

In Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, he quotes David who had looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. (Acts 2:31).

     Christ presently inhabits a body, “in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col 2:9) – “present tense”.

     The Bible gives no reference of a second chance/test after death, for “it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment (Heb 9:27). Paradise is not something far into the future. Jesus said to the man dying on the cross beside Him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).

BELIEVERS – the Bible does give even the slightest hint of two classes of believers. All are declared to be one in Christ:

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28).

     All of us are said to share in one future hope (Eph 1:18; 4:4). Its called “the hope laid up for you in heaven” (Col 1:5).

     The “other sheep” refer to the Gentiles (John 10:16). They are not second-class Christians who will not inherit heaven, but who must live on the paradise earth. The “lost sheep” refers to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt 10:6; 15:24).

     Every Believer is given the same Spirit of God by which he can understand and apply the Scriptures in his own life. 

THE SECOND COMING – We cannot set a date for Christ’s return, “for you do not know which day your Lord is coming” (Matt 24:42). There can be no invisible return of Christ, for Christ will return visibly and physically:

“He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven" (Acts 1:9-11).

“BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him” (Rev 1:7).

"And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory” (Matt 24:30).

SCRIPTURE – The New World Translation
     Walter Martin states that: “Jehovah’s Witnesses boast that their translation is ‘the work of competent scholars” and further that it gives a clarity to the Scriptures that other translations have somehow failed to supply”.
 They claim that our translations (KJV, RSV, NIV, NASB, etc.) are bound by religious traditionalism and have its roots in paganism, full of errors, and cannot be trusted. Only their translation can be trusted as accurately communicating the intent of the original language.

     Martins comments that the Watchtowers’ pompous pronouncements that their “scholars” were superior to great scholars as Wycliffe, Tyndale, and the hundreds of brilliant Christian men who produced the King James, American Standard, and the Revised Standard Versions of the Bible is too absurd to merit refutation.

What Do Biblical Scholars Say About the NWT?

· Dr. Robert Countess’ published doctrinal dissertation, The Jehovah’s Witnesses New Testament: A Critical Analysis of the New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures, gives a most thorough and devastating critique of the NWT:

“. . . has been sharply unsuccessful in keeping doctrinal consideration from influencing actual translation . . . a radically biased piece of work. At some points it is actually dishonest . . . neither modern or scholarly”.

· Edmond Gruss,

“Watchtower publications repeatedly present doctrines and interpretation of the Scriptures which completely misunderstand or ignore grammar”.

· Dr. Anthony Hoekema,

“. . . the Jehovah Witnesses actually impose their own theological system upon the Scriptures and force it to comply with their beliefs”.

· Dr. Bruce Metzger, professor of the New Testament Language and Literature at Princeton Theological Seminary and the author of The Text of the New Testament states: 

“. . . the JW have incorporated in their translation of the New Testament several quite erroneous renderings of the Greek”.

· Dr. Julius Mantey was one of the leading Greek scholars in the world and co-author of The Dana-Mantey Greek Grammar, stated:

“I have never read any New Testament so badly translated as The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek. In fact it is not a translation at  all. Rather, it is a distortion”.

     Dr. Martin reminds us that:

“the New World Bible Translation Committee had no known translators with recognized degrees in Greek or Hebrew exegesis or translation”.

     Fredrick W. Franz, the representative of the translation committee and the then vice-president of the Watchtower Society, admitted under oath that he could not translate Genesis 2:4 from the Hebrew.

From the Pursuer’s Proof of the cross-examination held on Wednesday, November 24, 1954, p. 7, paragraphs A-B, Examining Fred W. Franz: 

Q: Have you also made yourself familiar with Hebrew?

A: (Franz) Yes.

Q: So, that you have a substantial linguistic apparatus at your command?

A: Yes, for the use in my biblical work..

Q: I think you are able to read and follow the Bible in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Spanish,

     Portuguese, German, and French?

A: Yes.

Later, during the same cross-examination:

Q: You, yourself read and speak Hebrew, do you?

A: I do not speak Hebrew.

Q: You do not?

A: No.

Q: Can you, yourself translate that into Hebrew? (pointing at a Hebrew text of

     Genesis 2:4).

A: Which?

Q: That fourth verse of the second chapter of Genesis?

A: You mean here?

Q: Yes.

A: No.

Conclusion: The New World Translation is a fake and cannot be trusted!

THE OCCULT -- 
“We believe that angels of God are used in directing Jehovah Witnesses”.

"You may say in your heart, "How will we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?' "When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him” (Deut 18:21-22).

“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, "Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you. If your brother, your mother's son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, "Let us go and serve other gods' (whom neither you nor your fathers have known, of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far from you, from one end of the earth to the other end), you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him” (Deut 13:1-8).

Has the Watchtower Society Ever Made False Prophecies?

· In Man’s Salvation (1975) the WS admits that Russell was wrong in his 1874 prediction of Christ’s second coming (Russell claimed in Studies in the Scriptures: “Our Lord, the appointed King, is now present, since October 1874 A.D.”). The date was changed to 1914.

· The WS admitted it was wrong predicting that: “God’s kingdom and the complete glorification of the church” would be established in 1914. “True, the Bible students were not “taken home” to heaven in October of 1914. But the 2,500-year-long Gentile Times then ended”.

· The WS admitted that it was wrong in 1975 about Russell’s prediction that: “1925 will mark the return Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the faithful prophets of old”. As a result, they admitted that Bible students found it necessary to adjust their thinking, saying that many were mistaken to think that this was a “certainty” instead of a “probability”.

Remember: The prophet is recognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if his prediction comes true:

"The prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes to pass, then that prophet will be known as one whom the LORD has truly sent” (Jer. 28:9).

Conclusion: Russell and WTS have made false prophecies. Therefore, we should not listen to them!

MORMONS

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

CURRENT FACTS

MEMBERSHIP: a little over 9 million members. They have 47,000 full-time missionaries. Originally named “Church of Christ” in 1830. The Mormon name comes from the angel “Moroni” that appeared to Joseph Smith.
FOUNDER: Joseph Smith Jr. (1805-1844). The church was founded after sever years of supernatural experiences that began in 1820 when he was 14. He allegedly had a vision of God the Father and of Jesus Christ. Jesus tells Smith that all the Christian churches are wrong and he should join none of them. In 1823, he reportedly had a second vision, in which an angel named “Moroni” appeared to him. Moroni revealed the existence of some golden plates inscribed with an account of the former inhabitants of North America, and also contained “the fullness of the everlasting gospel”. After four years of visitations from Moroni, Smith retrieved the golden plates and translated the Reformed Egyptian language using the Urim and Thummin (A seer stone placed in a hat, similarly to crystal gazing). The product of his occult “translation” was The Book of Mormon. His new church was established soon after the translation was published.

     Smith’s group grew rapidly and came into conflict with their neighbors over religious and social concerns. A series of violent confrontations forced the Mormons to relocate several times. In Carthage, Illinois, Smith was murdered by an anger mob while he was waiting trail on charges of starting a riot and treason.

HISTORY: Brigham Young (1847-1877 - President) led the Mormons to the great Salt Lake Valley. From 1880 to the present Mormonism grew at a rapid rate. “It attracts new members partly by advocating family value and partly by not disclosing all the church’s doctrines until converts are well within the fold”. They have worked hard to present the church in a more positive image. Unlike JW, they are involved in politics and government.

LITERATURE: The Bible (KJV); The Book of Mormon; The Pearl of Great Price; Doctrines and Covenants.

CHIEF PUBLICATIONS: Desert News (daily newspaper); Ensigh, (Magazine for Adults); New Era (Magazine For teens); The Friend (Magazine For children).

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
HISTORY AND FOUNDER -- After the death of Joseph Smith the largest group of Mormons went west to Utah led by Brigham Young. Many others scattered and reorganized in the 1850’s and reestablished in 1860 under Joseph Smith III, a direct descendent of Joseph Smith. Under succeeding sons the church drifted into intellectual skepticism and theological liberalism. They deny inspiration. The Bible is not God’s word to man, but are the expression and record of man’s experiences with God. The Bible is not the Word of God, but are words about God humanly expressed.

PRESENT MEMBERSHIP -- 248,431 members in 1999.

PUBLICATIONS – Saints Herald (Monthly Magazine) and Restoration Witness (Bi-monthly magazine).

MORMON THEOLOGY

NATURE OF GOD – Mormons are henotheistic, polytheistic, and evolutionary. The God of this world and the Gods of the universe are in evolution = “God was once what we are now”. In relation to this world they are Tri-Theistic: there are 3 earth gods: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In relation to the entire universe they are polytheistic: “How many Gods are there, I do not know, but there never was a time when there were not God’s” (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses 7:333). There are many intelligences in the universe greater than or equal to our God, Elohim. They rely heavily on extra-biblical revelation to substantiate their concept of God.

FATHER – An exalted physical man – “Elohim”, who is not eternal, but was created/procreated as a spirit child of another God in another part of the universe. He rules this earth only. He is our heavenly Father who has a Father. He is neither omnipresent, nor omnipotent. Only matter is eternal and all spirit is self-existent matter. Such matter (called intelligences) organized into spirit beings through birth to celestial parents. Then these spirit beings and are then born to human parents?
MOTHER – The celestial wife of Elohim. The Eternal Mother is an exalted physical woman. When Elohim and his celestial wife reached the state of godhood they procreated spirit children.
JESUS – is the firstborn spirit of Elohim. He is Jehovah/Yahweh of the O.T. He is the spirit brother of Lucifer. Jesus was appointed by a great council of spirit beings to save mankind. Jesus was born into this world by natural means. Not virgin born, but begotten through sexual intercourse between Mary and Elohim. Jesus was a mere man while on the earth and became an exalted and perfected man/god. He is our elder brother, not our God. Jesus was also a polygamist, married to Mary Magdalene, Mary, sister of Lazarus, and Martha. He also had children by these wives. (Today, this doctrine is minimized).

HOLY SPIRIT – is a spirit man, a man with a spiritual body of matter – the third god in their trinity. He is also considered to be an impersonal influence that proceeds from the Father.

SATAN – The second spirit child of Elohim the brother of Jesus. Lucifer contested this appointment. He wanted to become the savior of the world himself, but was rejected in favor of Jesus.

ATONEMENT – Christ’s death on the cross was insufficient to cover all sins. It does not cover serious sins. His death does not remove personal sins, only the penalty imposed on all men through Adam’s sin It only provides for people the opportunity to remove their own personal sins that Jesus could not atone for Himself. Strangely, they believe that He paid the penalty for sin not on the cross, but in the garden of Gethsemane.

SIN AND DEATH – Mormons deny original sin and downplay its seriousness. Our good works cancel the penalty of sin. However, there are some sins, which men can commit that can never be remitted (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses 4:53-54). The “Fall” is seen as beneficial, having a positive role in fostering spiritual growth and maturity toward godhood. Death is a transitional event toward advancement to the next level.

SALVATION – All levels of progression must be earned. Eternal life is not a gift of God. Salvation must be earned. Ankerberg states:

“Salvation by grace is merely an infusing of grace based on good works . . . similar to the Roman Catholic doctrine where grace itself becomes a “work”, so that as people increase in personal righteousness more and more “grace” is granted to them. In other words, “grace” is secured form God on the basis of individual merit and personal righteousness”.

MAN – is eternal, like God, because he originally came from eternal spiritual matter. We all lived in heaven with Jesus before coming to the earth. When we come to the earth we are made to forget our pre-earthly existence. On the earth, we are in a probationary state preparatory to the eternal existence. Based upon our earthly life we are given rewards or punishment. Earthly existence is preparation for the next stage of our evolution into godhood. There are 3 stages to our existence:

1) Pre-existent spirits

2) Physical beings

3) Exalted beings – 3 stages

The first state of the after life is known as “spirit prison” where people wait for resurrection and judgment. Righteous spirits wait in paradise, while unrighteous spirits wait in hell. (There is no eternal hell except for very extreme wicked people; Satan and his demons; those who willing rejected Mormonism; and apostates of Mormonism. There is no resurrection for them and they cannot evolve into godhood). The righteous spirits freely mingle with the unrighteous and preach the gospel of works to them, so that they may repent and gain salvation.

RESURRECTION – After spending varying degrees of time in “spirit prison” one can progress to 3 degrees of glory – Telestial, Terrestrial, and Celestail. Nearly everyone (non-Mormons and lukewarm Mormons) obtain “general salvation”, the first two glories/kingdoms. If one lives a good Mormon life he can have hope of entering into the Celestail kingdom – the only kingdom actually considered to be heaven. The Celestial kingdom has itself 3 degrees of glories and heavens. The highest is known as exaltation or eternal life. The whole process is know as eternal progression and is the same process that God the Father went through in order to become God. This is what all Mormons hope to become – God.

SCRIPTURE – Mormons have 4 standard works:

The Bible (KJV) – Though they regard the Bible as a standard, “measuring rod”, by which all things are judged, they relegate it to a position far below the other standard works, because it is full of errors. The Bible is always wrong whenever and wherever it conflicts with established LDS doctrine. It is only valuable when read and interpreted in light of other LDS scriptures. (For all practical purposes they have made the Bible worthless). The other standard books are reported to be directly form God and a restoration of many truths that were lost until Joseph Smith recovered them.

The Book of Mormon – It gives an account of God’s dealings with the people of the American continent from 2200 BC to 422 AD. Translated from golden plates by Joseph Smith containing the fullness of the gospel. Smith obtained his revelation from the spirit world through very typical occultic practices. God continues to reveal his will through modern day prophets. God’s revelation is not complete.

The Pearl of Great Price – Contains the Book of Moses, Abraham and some inspired writings of Joseph Smith.

Doctrines and Covenants – contains revelation given to Joseph Smith and other Mormon presidents. First published in 1833. Most of their doctrinal beliefs originate from this standard work.

THE OCCULT – Mormons can be classified as a spiritualist religion. The Smith family and Joseph himself were very interested in the occult. Ankerberg states that:

“Smith regularly participated in the occult practice of crystal gazing. He would use “peep stones” or seer stones, in order to receive psychic information. He would place these stones in a hat, bury his face in the hat and the “see” visions of buried treasure, lost property and suchlike. Of Course, this was how the Book of Mormon was allegedly translated”.

     Their other standard works can also be said to have been occultly derived, as well as, Smith’s own revision of the King James Bible.

     Occult influences in Mormonism are also seen in Brigham Young, who had a mediumistic philosophy. Mormons can contact the spirits: pre-mortal spirits, righteous spirits, evil spirits, and resurrected spirits. Past president Wilford Woodruff  stated, in 1880 that he had seen and had many interviews with Joseph Smith and many others who were dead.

Other Strange Beliefs:

Secret and Sacred Ceremonies – take place in building called temples and only Mormons of good standing are allowed to attend. Joseph Smith incorporated the secret ceremonies into Mormonism after his involvement in Freemasonry.

Jesus said, “I have spoken openly to the world . . . I said nothing in secret” (John 18:20). No building can rightly be called a temple anymore, for we are the temple of God.

Baptism for the dead – is baptizing living persons for dead persons who accept the gospel in the spirit world.

Marriage – couples remain married after death. Single people can never obtain exaltation or godhood.

African People – are inferior spirits who were cursed by God, because of improper conduct during their pre-earthly life. This policy was changed in 1978 due to mounting social pressure.

The Garden of Eden was in Jackson County, Missouri.

Polygamy -- was practiced until pressure by the U.W. government forced the church to abandon it in 1890. They claimed it was stopped because of a new revelation given to the then president Wilford Woodruff. (The Bible states the sin polygamy, but it does not endorse it).

Dietary Restrictions – Members must abstain from alcohol, tobacco, coffee and tea.

Blood Atonement – There are some sins in which people must spill their own blood, because Jesus’ blood cannot cleanse it. Mormons rarely discuss this doctrine publicly.

CRITIQUE OF MORMONISM

NATURE OF GOD
· The Mormon concept of God does not come from Scripture. 

· Mormon polytheism conflicts with Historical Orthodoxy Christianity, which has always been a monotheistic religion. The Nicene Creed, AD 325 stated,

“We believe in one God the Father Almighty,

Maker of all things visible and invisible”

· Mormon polytheism conflicts with Biblical Revelation:
“I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me” (Isa 44:6). (see page 12).

God asks the question Himself, “Is there any God besides Me?” Of course not!

· The Mormon claims that, “God was once what we are now” conflicts with the historical doctrine of “Immutability“ that is, God does not change. God cannot evolve or develop into godhood. He always was and always will be what He is – Eternal God. He does not and cannot change:

"For I, the LORD, do not change” (Mal 3:6).

“. . . .the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow” (James 1:17).

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty" (Rev 1:8).

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb 13:8).

TRINITY -- 

· Mormon Tri-theism conflicts with the Historical Orthodoxy belief in the Trinity, as stated in The Athanasian Creed (4th Century):

“And the Catholic (Universal) faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the persons, or dividing the substance. For there is one Person of the Father; another of the Son; and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal . . . So the Father is God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet there are not three God’s but one God. . . . .” 
· Mormons take into account the verses that speak of God’s plurality but fail to consider verses that speak of God’s unity or singularity.

FATHER -- 

· God is not a man, (Num 23:19), nor a exalted man, nor ever was one. God Himself says, 

“I am God and not man . . . .” (Hosea 11:9).

· God is spirit (John 4:24). Jesus said, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world” (John 8:23). After His exaltation Jesus said that the spiritual body which He possessed, was a spirit that did not have flesh and bones (Luke 24:39).

· Only God is Eternal, “Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (Ps 90:2).

· Matter is not Eternal -- The material world had a beginning (Gen. 1:1) and it will come to and end “the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!” (2 Peter 3:12).  Matter came from God; God did not come from matter.

· Our heavenly Father has no father -- God has no cause. God is “The Great Uncaused Cause”. Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me” (Isa 43:10-11).

· God/Elohim created all that exists -- The LORD/Yahweh has always been known as the God who made everything, both in heavens and on earth. He is the creator of all things that exists in the universe, not just the creator of our planet:

"You alone are the LORD. You have made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all their host” (Neh 9:6). 

“For by Him (Jesus Christ) all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible” (Col 1:16).

· “God is not God unless He is all powerful, all knowing, absolutely in charge”
 

MOTHER -- Nowhere does the Bible give even the slightest hint that God has a wife or that the Son has a Mother. God is always spoken of in the Masculine tense.
JESUS --

· Jehovah/Yahweh is the same as Elohim (God) -- There is no distinction in Scripture between Elohim (God) and YWHW (LORD). They are used dozens of times in the same passage to refer to the same Being, not two distinct beings:

“God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, "The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you” (Ex. 3:15)

“Know that the LORD Himself is God” (Ps. 100:3).

“. . . . the LORD is a great God” (Ps. 95:2-3).

“the LORD is the true God; He is the living God . . . . ” (Jer. 10:10).

· Jesus is Eternal and Co-equal in Nature and Essence to the Father -- He is only different in subordination or function. The term Father is used to imply that the Son is subordinate to the Father in function only, not that the Father conceived the Son or that the Son’s nature is inferior to the Father. The term Father is used to describe our relationship with God. It is not used in relationship to gender – neither male nor female (Lk. 11:11-13). Our relationship with our Heavenly Father is compared to our relationship with our physical father. (See pages 16-19 for proof of Jesus’ Deity).

· Jesus was Virgin Born -- His body was created by the Holy Spirit from the point of conception and not procreated by the Father/Elohim. The Son is the One incarnated (became flesh), not the Father. The Father does not become a man to commit fornication with Mary. Mary remained a virgin until after Jesus was born (Mt. 1:18-20; Lk. 1:26-28). However, Mary did not remain a virgin. She had children by Joseph (James, Jude, and others).

· Jesus Remained a Virgin Himself -- There is absolutely no hint in Scripture that Jesus married or that he had any children. He was not a polygamist. This is to imply that He was a fornicator. The Jews implied that Jesus was born in fornication and this lie continues to this day. Born in fornication and was a fornicator. This is nothing short of blasphemy. 

HOLY SPIRIT – there is no distinction in the Scriptures between spirit and ghost. They are synonyms for the same Greek expression. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead – fully God – possessing all of the attributes of deity yet distinguished from the  other Persons of the trinity (See pages 19-21).

SATAN – Lucifer was a created angel, not the spirit child of Elohim. Lucifer was not Jesus brother, but His God from whom he rebelled! This idea is totally ridiculous and extra Biblical -- another blasphemy’s doctrine.

ATONEMENT – Jesus’ death for sin was borne on the cross (I Peter 2:24; Col. 1:20), not in the Garden of Gethsemane. His death was for the purpose of reconciling all believers to God. Not everyone receives the benefits of Christ’s atonement. All those who accept the sufficiency of His Person and the sufficiency of His death to cover every sin one commits, will receive the benefits of salvation, the forgiveness of every sin, big or small (Acts 10:43). The benefits, which Christ secured in His death and resurrection, are accessed by the acceptance of the gift of salvation by grace through faith. The price Christ paid for our redemption is for all personal sins (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Peter 3:18), “who gave Himself for our sins” (Gal 1:4; Heb. 9:28) (Also see “For Whom did Christ die?” p. 22).

SALVATION
· Salvation is a gift from God, not a reward for service rendered (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-10).

· “A man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law” (Rom 3:28). Men can never be justified by his works. Anyone who attempts to do so will actually have their good works counted against them as a debt (Rom. 4:4). Those who believe only in the Lord Jesus Christ apart from good works are the ones justified in God’s sight (Rom. 4:5). There are no levels of salvation only levels of reward for work done for Christ out of gratitude for salvation already received.

· “Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF SALVATION" (2 Cor 6:2). The opportunity to be saved is while we are here on this earth. There will be no opportunity in a next life. This is a lie of the Devil to deceive men. “It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Heb 9:27). Jesus warned that the gate in which we are to enter is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, but the way that leads to destruction is broad, and there are many who enter through it (Matt 7:13-14).

· There can be no progression or achievement to Godhood for there is only one God, and no other (Isa. 44:8). There is no opportunity to be saved or to progress righteously in a next life. Men must receive the righteousness of Christ now or never. 

HELL – is the destination for all those who have rejected the righteousness provided by Christ. It is a place of eternal punishment. (See p. 25-26)

MAN
· Man is a finite being and will always remain so in comparison to our Almighty God.

· There is no real evidence that any human existed in any form prior to our earthly existence. 

· Adam’s body was created out of the physical elements of this earth (Gen. 1). He was not procreated as a man/soul. Man did not exist prior to the sixth day of creation (Job 38:4). Man was created lower than the angels (Ps. 8:3-5; 144:3). In man’s glorified state he will rule over the angels.

· Man can become godly or Christ-like (holy, loving, peaceful, joyful, kind, good, etc.) but he can never obtain the five essential attributes of deity – Eternality, Immutability, Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Omnipresence. There is only one God and there will always be only one God, and none like Him ever (Is. 44:8).

SCRIPTURES
· The Authoritative Writings of the New Testament era are limited by (1) those written by the apostles of Christ (2) those written by close associates of the apostles. Additional revelation if any would have to be consistent with this prior foundational revelation.

· The Church Councils did not Make the New Testament Books Canonical, but only recognized the authority inherent in the books based on apostolic authority and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. They did not close the Canon, just recognized it was closed and reaffirmed it closure.

· Jesus is the Supreme and Complete Revelation of God. No additional revelation is needed. No further explanation of God is required. When Christ came He was full of grace and truth. The Law given by Moses possessed grace and truth, but was insufficient. On the  hand, grace and truth was realized through Jesus Christ, the only begotten God, He explained God sufficiently. (John 1:14; 17-18). Jesus said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son” (Heb 1:1-2).

· In Christ, “His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him” (2 Peter 1:3). The church has possessed all the knowledge necessary to live a proper life before God since the close of the N.T. era. No further revelation is required:

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17).

· Our faith is one which is the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints” (Jude 3). God warns anyone who would add to His revelation:

“I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book” (Rev 22:18).

Conclusion: The Book of Mormon, etc. cannot contain “the fullness of Gospel”, since the N.T. already contains the fullness of the Gospel in Christ Jesus and is complete and sufficient for our spiritual life.

OCCULT – Consider the source of Mormonism. Are their prophets true or false? And how did they obtain their revelation? If they have made false any prophecies then we should not listen to them (Deut. 18:21-22; 13:1-8). If they gained revelation by sorcery, then we should not listen to them:

“So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of dreams, your mediums or your sorcerers who tell you” (Jer 27:9). "Do not allow a sorceress to live” (Ex 22:18).

“Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD” (Deut 18:10-12)

We are to Consider those who Practice Sorcery as Among Unbelievers:

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 

idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions” (Gal 5:19-20).

“But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death" (Rev 21:8). “Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood” (Rev 22:15).

THE NEW AGE AND HINDU-BASED CULTS

New Age and Hindu-based groups if combined would constitute to be the third largest denomination in America. Present membership is unknown. However, Americans who participate and are influenced by New Age teachings run into the tens of millions.

According to the influential New Age occultist Barbara Marx Hubbard stated:

“New Thought is now or will become in the next 30 to 50 years the most important single movement on earth”.

     New Agers consider themselves to be “fully Christian” and believe they have discovered “True Christianity”. Their influence goes well beyond their official membership, affecting even evangelical thinking: Word-Faith teachings—“Name It, Claim It”; and charismatic teachers Kenneth Hagin and Kenneth Copeland. Many believe new age beliefs have arisen as a reaction to Rationalism and the Secularism of Modern Western Culture, which has stripped the world of meaning.

     The New Age is the result of, “our spiritual evolution: a gradual awakening to the realization that the Spirit is center . . . It is in every thing, around everything and through everything and It is everything.”
 Unless men and women come to the realization of our Oneness with God they will remain in spiritual darkness.

PURPOSE: “is the evolution, through self effort, that man’s limited, mortal consciousness into God Consciousness” (SRF).
  “Taking charge of your life by creating your own destiny”;
 People taking control of their own destiny by consciousness alone” (RS); To help one to get in touch with the “higher self” -- to enable people to live successfully and peacefully (NT).
NEW AGE GROUPS
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE – Founded by Mary Baker Eddy who plagiarized portions of P.P. Quimby’s book “Science of Man” Originate in Boston, Mass. in 1879. CS has suffered great nutrition since the 1950’s. Worldwide the membership is estimated at 180,000 to 250,000.

RELIGIOUS SCIENCE – Founded by Ernest Holmes who incorporated his own philosophy from concepts of M.B. Eddy, Filmore, and Quimby. Ralph Waldo Emerson, a Unitarian preacher (famous for his writings on transcendentalism), and Swendenborgianism had a impact on Holmes teachings. He even plagiarized some of their material. His teachings can be found in Della Reese, “Touched By An Angel”, Norman Vincent Peale, Robert Schuller and Alcoholic Anonymous. RS began in 1917 in L.A. CA., known as “The Institute for Religious Science”. Their standard text is “Science of Mind” (1926). RS is syncretistic system which attempts to harmonize all religions by claiming they contain the same divine truth – core believe in all religion.
UNITY SCHOOL OF CHRISTIANIY -- Founded by Charles and Myrtle Filmore, who were influenced by Emma Curtis Hopkins—once the editor of the “Christian Science Journal”. Unity is the largest of the mind science groups. Membership is roughly about 100,000. A new group is founded every month somewhere in the world. Their influence goes well beyond their membership. They have one million subscribers to literature, 260 TV and 600 radio stations carry Unity programs. Norman Vincent Peale, a mason who supported non-Christian and occult practices, stated the he was an orthodox preacher until reading Charles Filmore. The Modern Charismatic “positive confession” movement through E.W. Kenyon was derived in part from Unity and related teachings.
NEW THOUGHT – The INTA, “International New Thought Alliance” founded in the 1930’s and 1940’s by Frank B. Robinson and Roy Eugene Davis. They operate the “Center for Spiritual Awareness”. New Thought teachings originate from P.P. Quimby. 
VENDATA SOCIETY – was the first Hindu movement in America. Founded by Shankara (9th Century), Ramanuja (11th-12th Century), Madhva (13th Century).
SELF REALIZATION FELLOWSHIP – Founded by Paramahansa Yogananda. SRF was the second Hindu movement introduced to America at the 1920 International Congress of Religious Liberals in Boston, sponsored by the American Unitarian Association. They chose Yogananda to come to America to represent India and Hindu spirituality. Yogananda personally led over 100,000 students in kriya yoga. “Like all yogas, kriya yoga is designed to awaken and energize the charkas, the purported psychic centers along the spine, which is said to lead to “God-realization”, the personal awareness of one’s underlying unity with the ultimate divine essence”.
 Today SRF has 500 yoga meditation centers on 5 continents in 55 countries. In the US there are 30 temples and meditation centers. Their most popular lay minister at the Las Angeles headquarters is television star Dennis “McCloud” Weaver.
THOSOPHY – Founded by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831–1891), and Henry Olcott (1832-1907), headquartered in Wheaton, IL. One of their successors Alice Bailey is created for having coined the phrase “New Age”.
SCIENTOLOGY – Founded by L. Ron Hubbard (1911-1986), wrote the popular book “Dianetics”, to clear the planet of “Thetans”. The Hollywood film ”Matrix” is based on scientology.
ISCKON – the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Founder is His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 
ECKANKAR – Founded by Paul Twitchell, Darwin Gross, and Harold Klemp.

CHURCH UNIVERSAL AND TRIUMPANT – Found by David L. Prophet and Elizabeth Clare Prophet. Their teachings are linked to Christian Science, Buddhism, and Gnosticism. The group began in 1958 at the Summit Lighthouse in Washington, D.C..
UFO CULTS – i.e.: HEAVENS GATE – 70% of Americans believe in extraterrestrial life. 10% believe they have personally been contact by an ET. The “Church of the Star” believes aliens will bring permanent peace and prosperity.

SILVA MIND CONTROL – Founded by Jose Silva as a spiritualist New Age, “self-help seminar. A central premise is the tremendous power of words to impact the psyche. It attempts to ardicate negative thinking. Executives at RCA and Mary Kay incorporate Silva Mind Control motivational concepts into their business practices. Numerous physicians and psychiatrist use it, as well as 9 million Americans, and people in 107 countries and 29 languages. It has influence in the “Christian Faith” movement.
HUMAN POTENTIAL SEMINARS: EST, THE FORUM, LIFE SPRING, ACTUALIZATIONS, MOMENTUS, INSIGHT & IMPACT SEMINARS, AND LIFE DYNAMICS – All are offshoots of the philosophy of Werner Erhard, and Jose Silva. They supposedly use “the ability to radically empower individuals through unleashing the untapped powers of the mind”
 They use altered states of consciousness , physic development, and spiritism. Similar to Scientology and Zen Buddhism. Many characteristically use 4 intense, 13 hour days, of group personal teachings and exercise. Celebrities who were “ested” in the 1970’s were Yoko Ono, Carly Simon, Diana Ross, and John Denver.
SIX DISTINCTIVES OF NEW AGE THINKING:
1. All is One – Monism: the belief that all that is, is one.

2. All is God – Pantheism: all things—plants, rocks, snails, and people are said to partake of the one divine essence. What ever is, is god, and therefore perfect.

3. Humanity is God – “We are god in disguise. Only ignorance keeps us from realizing our divine reality”.

4. A Change in Consciousness – New Age (Hindu) techniques opens “the door of perception” so that we can see true reality. By a change of consciousness, whatever the means (yoga exercises, mediation, chanting, drugs, etc.), leads to an awareness of oneness and spiritual power.

5. All Religions are One – Syncretism; there are many paths to the one truth, many methods to become one with the One, but all differences are superficial and external. Within all religions is a core belief of “the god within”, the essence common to all.

6. Cosmic Evolutionary Optimism – “a progressive evolutionary harmonization and unification of world consciousness eventually reaching “the Omega Point” where all consciousness is fused and all become one with the One”.

NATURE OF GOD – Pantheism or Panentheism; Monism; common beliefs found in Buddhism and Hinduism.

“All is God and God is All”

All is One and All is God and God is Good. Therefore, All is Good because All is God. Everything is perfect, regardless of our sense perception that tells us otherwise”.

All things are essentially made of the same spiritual substance and at a certain level are merged into the oneness of All. All matter and energy are made of the same basic substance – Spirit, all divine. God = Matter. Matter/Spirit is eternal. God is an impersonal and nebulous being: an “IT”. In the end, “God is whatever one wishes him to be” – One’s imagination – “The Only Reality”. As a result God is an impersonal energy that can be easily manipulated for one’s own purpose. God is often referred to as the higher self.

NEW AGE NAMES FOR GOD:

Brahman – the Hindu name for God; an impersonal being; consciousness and bliss.

Krishna – Hara Krishna; He is one of the nine incarnations of the Hindu god Vishnu.

“IT”; The Sugmad – Eckandar

The 8th Dynamic/Infinity; All Theta Life; Purposely Undefined – Scientology

The Absolute, Tao – Zen 

NEW AGE TRINITY – Modialism; The threefold nature of the Universal Being:

CS – Life, truth, and love – Triple Divine Principle.

RS – The thing / the way it works / what it does; Absolute Intelligence / Absolute


    Law / Result Manifestation; Spirit, Soul, Body  – Various triune aspects of


    reality.

USC – Principle / Principle Revealed / Executive Power of the Principle carrying out

           the creative plan.

ECK – Isness / Nowness / Hereness;  Wisdom / Charity / Freedom.
JESUS – Jesus and the Christ are not the same person. Jesus was a mere man, while the Christ is the divine or spiritual idea. Jesus was a great man; a highly evolved and enlightened man; “A Advanced Being”. He was a man who simply realized his full Christ/God consciousness -- his own divinity.

     Jesus was a highly evolved individual who used CS, RS, etc., New Age principles to an expert degree to achieve divinity. He was a master of Eastern Mysticism, who traveled to India according to “The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ”.

     Jesus was divine, but not uniquely divine. Jesus was a god/man like every other man and there was no distinct, transcendent attribute of deity in his being.

CHRIST – All people are potential Christ’s or Sons of God. Jesus became the Christ when he recognized his own essence with God. He developed his fully Christ consciousness and became a yogi and a “way-shower” – he shows the way to Christ consciousness. He demonstrated Christ.

     Christ is not limited to one person. The Christ is the eternal impersonal god – god’s idea of himself. The Christ is the individualized God-part of mankind; God realized.
HOLY SPIRIT – is an impersonal creative principle. Sometimes described as the feminine quality of god or the feminine aspect of the divine trinity. It is simply a characteristic of the impersonal god; a synonym for god. In Christian Science the Holy Spirit is CS.

MAN – is a part of god and inwardly divine. He is a spiritual being, except many do not realized it. We are all potential Christ’s. The more conscious of our divinity the more Christ-like we become. Man is sinless, and perfect, apart of the divine essence. CS states that man is not matter, “man is incapable of sin, sickness and death”. The body is the reincarnation of the soul. All human souls are constantly recycled in one incarnation after another, until one gets it right. The number of incarnations can run into the millions.

SIN – is simply ignorance of your Christ consciousness or divinity; the lack of spiritual knowledge; a mistake. Sins are errors or mistakes resulting in an unenlightened consciousness. They redefine sin to minimize its seriousness. The world is not lost, just confused. In reality sin is not real. Forgiveness is unnecessary, since there is nothing to be forgiven. No atonement is necessary. Nothing needs to be atoned. There is no true evil in the world, because god is all there is and god is neither good nor evil. On the other hand, he is good and evil. God is amoral.

THE FALL – is into wrong thinking. “The story of the Fall in the Old Testament is a symbolic presentation of the evolution of Man and his spiritual awaking. Taken literally, this story would be ridiculous”.

JUDGEMENT/PUNISHMENT – is the consequences of ignorance. “Bad Karma” is the result of bad actions one has committed in this life and a previous life or existence. All human souls are continually recycled / reincarnated until one learns total God consciousness – “Nirvana”. Only then does one breakout of the cycle. 
HEAVEN AND HELL – are states of mind. They are mental or physical conditions on earth. The Biblical hell of eternal physical punishment is a Christian myth. The New Age hell is simply the absence of the knowledge of Christ consciousness. Heaven is present within us right now. It’s your state of consciousness. “Heaven and hell exists only in our minds. We can create a heavenly experience for ourselves, or we can subject ourselves to a mental hell. But they do not really exist objectively”

DEATH AND DISEASE – Physical death and disease are an illusion. According to CS disease does not really exist except in our mind. Sickness and poverty is unnecessary, only conditions created in our mind. Positive thinking through meditation (yoga, chanting, etc.) will reduce or even eliminate any disease. Death is a progression to a higher and higher plane of existence and final absorption into god; spiritual and personal advancement. We will all ultimately progressively evolve into a higher form of spiritual consciousness. It may take a some time, but we will progress from one dimension of life to another, ever onward, upward godward. We all return to god.

SALVATION – is knowledge and positive thinking, a release from ignorance. Salvation comes to the one who realizes his Christ consciousness. The more conscious you are of the “Christ” within, the more saved. All people will ultimately gain salvation through self-effort. The ultimate goal is “Nirvana” – total bliss -- to escape the cycle of karma and reincarnation, - the bondage of the flesh. “Nirvana” can be more quickly achieved by the purification of our sins of the mind through meditation and the sins of our bodies through a vegetarian diet. Greater consciousness is accomplished through meditation; yoga exercises, chanting one’s mantra, soul travel, hypnosis and drugs.

“Karma” is the result of the spiritual law of cause and effect. We all need to purify ourselves of karma/sin. At the end of one’s life, if a person is still possessed with karmic debt concerning this physical life, then that person must return, and return and return, until he pays for the debt completely. Once he achieves total purification of karma we can then escape additional payment. 

New Age Lingo

· To trust Christ is to trust our higher divine self. Faith is directed towards one’s own self-potential / divinity, not toward the person of Jesus Christ.

· We follow Christ’s example into a higher consciousness of our own divinity. We are to follow the light of our own being.

· We are born anew in consciousness.

· Sanctification is growing or awakening into a new level of consciousness.

· Grace is a uplifting from bondage through a greater awareness of one’s divinity.

SCRIPTURE – is a spiritually relevant text when it is interpreted metaphysically in accordance with CS, RS, USC, etc, New Age principles.

“The Bible is not held in high regard. . . . All New Age groups abandon conventional rules of biblical interpretation, which supports its literal interpretation.”

     Earnest Holmes believed, “A person who believes the Bible should be interpreted literally needs to he healed of spiritual ignorance”.
 The Bible is figuratively reinterpreted into rejecting what it actually says: “If the Bible says that God is love, there is no certainty that he is, simply because the Bible says so”.

OCCULT – Because the Bible is not spiritually sufficient, additional knowledge is sought. All New Age groups stress, “inner listening” as a means to spiritual advancement and guidance. As a result one enters into the psychic realm. Concepts like “inner self”, “Christ self”, “higher self”, “intuition”, and “inner divinity” are guises for spiritualistic inspiration or demonic suggestion.
 New Age authors often claim their books were written by spirit beings claiming to be God or Jesus Christ.

CRITIQUE OF NEW AGE BELIEFS

NATURE OF GOD – The God of the Bible is transcendent and separate from His creation. He is a spirit and does not have flesh and bones (Num. 23:19; Lk. 24:39). Only God as spirit is eternal (Ps. 90:2). The material world had a beginning (Gen. 1:1) and will come to and end (II Peter 3:10). God is in no way a part of His creation, though at the same time His Spirit is omnipresent. “The God of the Bible is a unique, nonanalogous being, separate and distinct from His creation”.

     Scientifically speaking mineral substances (rocks) are not considered to be alive. The God of the Bible is a living God, and therefore cannot be a rock. 

JESUS – is the unique God/Man. Jesus was fully human, who claimed to be and is fully God (Col. 2:9). ONE PERSON possessing TWO NATURES – Human and Divine in its fullest and complete sense. He alone possesses the five essential attributes of deity: 1) Eternality; 2) Immutability 3) Omnipresence; 4) Omniscience; 5) Omnipotence (God’s Incommunicable Attributes). Jesus was much, much more than a mere human, a great, enlightened man. He was God made in the likeness of a man, in order to save man.

CHRIST – Jesus and the Christ are the same person. Jesus did not become the Christ/Messiah – “Anointed One”, He was the Christ from the very beginning (Lk. 2:11). Jesus (Personal Name) Christ (Title) refers to an individual who was set apart for a specific task as a Prophet, Priest and King.

· Jesus personally claimed to be the Christ (Mt. 26:63-65; Mk. 14:61-64; 15:2; Lk. 4:21; Jn. 4:21-26).

· Others claimed that He was the Christ (Jn. 11:2; 20:31; Mt. 16:16-20; Acts 2:36; 9:22; 17:3; 18:5).

· One must acknowledge Jesus as the Christ in order to be saved, not oneself (Jn. 11:25-27; Mt. 16:13-20).

· A liar is one who denies that Jesus is the Christ (I Jn. 2:22-23; 4:3).

· Jesus Christ did things that a divine idea could never do (Lk. 2:11 Ro. 7:4; I Co. 1:23; 10:16; Acts 3:18; 26:23).

· Jesus claimed to be “the way” (Jn. 14:6), not just a “way-shower”.

· Jesus was not reincarnated, but was raised bodily from the dead (I Co. 15:4; 20). He did not reappear in a different body or form that He once had, but retained his physical appearance (nail prints in his hands and feet) though in a glorified state.

     The person of Jesus is the one and only “Christ”. We can become Christ-like with regards to God communicable attributes (love, peace, joy, holiness, goodness, kindness, etc.), but we cannot and will not come to possess God’s incommunicable attributes. 

HOLY SPIRIT – is the eternal third person of the Trinity. He is described with personality terms and is referred to with personal pronouns. He also possesses the five essential attributes of deity. He is equal in power, nature and essence with the Father and the Son (Isa. 6:8-10; Acts 28:25-27; Mt. 3:16; 28:18; Lk. 1:35).  For a more in-depth study of the Spirit see pages 19-21.

MAN – has a human nature (Acts 14:14-15) and cannot become Divine in nature. God is not a man, and man is not God (Hosea 11:9; Num. 23:19). Man is not a part of God who is separate and transcendent from all that He created. Man is both material and immaterial – body, soul/spirit (Gen. 1:26-27; 2:7; 5:1,3). Man possesses a personal and distinct spirit, apart from the “Spirit”. Man’s spirit is limited to space and time. The Spirit of God is omnipresent and eternal. Man’s nature is sinful and far from perfect (Jer. 17:9; Ro. 7:14-25). God is holy and completely perfect in every way (Isa. 6:3). If man claims to be sinless, he is self-deceived and without truth (living a fantasy). 

SIN – is much more than simply ignorance of the truth, a little mistake.

· It is very serious and grievous (Ro. 6:23).

· It is rebellion against God

· Sin is universal: “for all have sinned” (Ro. 3:23; 3:10; I Jn. 1:10; Isa. 53:6a).

· Man is a sinner in action and nature (Jer. 17:9; Mk. 7:21-23; Ro. 5:12-21).

· Sin separates us from God (Isa. 59:2).

· Christ came into the world to save sinners (Mk. 10:45; I Tim. 1:13).

     Sin, sickness, and death are a real part of man’s existence. To deny their reality is to live in an illusion. If any doctrine has empirical evidence of its reality, it is the doctrine of sin! For most common folks the denial of sin in the world is the demonstration of an unenlightened mind!

     The solution to man’s problem is to confess the reality of sin and its consequences, take responsibility for it, and look to the One who found victory (“nike”) over it. We are not just survivors, “But in all things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loves us” (Ro. 8:37). Sin, sickness, and death run its course in this life and it comes to a conclusion. There is no cycle of death and rebirth, death and rebirth . . . .  . The Good News is that in Christ sin and its effects (bad karma) are defeated (I Cor. 15:56), and we can live in peace and harmony with God and His created world. Biblical Christianity provides a climatic and permanent hope, the best hope, given freely to all those who will accept it.

THE FALL – is man’s attempt to become Divine/God, an impossible task, for “There is only One God (Isa. 44:6)! Every man attempts to place himself in the place of God – to take God’s place. Satan tempted Eve with superior knowledge -- knowledge that would make her omniscient. However, God will judge all people who attempt to claim divine qualities that only belong to God (Ezk. 28:19; Ro. 1:23-25).

SALVATION – is in the knowledge of the Gospel. It is the immediately release from the power sin and its effect to those who receive this knowledge. Salvation comes only to those who realize that Jesus is the Christ – “The Anointed One”. All who reject Jesus Christ and His Gospel will be punished by God in an eternal hell (II Th. 1:8-9; Rev. 19:20; 20:15). Salvation through self-effort is an unnecessary doctrine, totally foreign to the pages of the Bible. Salvation cannot be earned by self-effort, but is a gift of God received by grace through faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ (Jn. 3:16; Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7).

     Only God through Jesus’ work can purify a person. Sin is removed by the substitutionary atonement of the only perfect God/Man Jesus Christ and our faith in Him. Meditation on one’s self, yoga, chanting, and a vegetarian diet, weakens us both physically and spiritually. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by foods (Heb. 13:6). Christians are to meditate on the truths found in God’s written Word. When praying we are specifically told not to use meaningless repetition (chanting, modern day tongues, Hail Mary’s, etc.) as the pagans do (Mt. 6:7). 

     Assurance of our salvation, is completely based on what a Sovereign and loving God has accomplished. It is not based on anything we achieve. Salvation by works leaves a person with no assurance. If salvation is based on works, a person is left wondering: “Have I done enough to earn my own way”:

How Much Is Enough?

Enough Is Never Enough!

     Are 8,400,000 reincarnations enough? How many doors knocked is enough? How many missionary tours are enough? How much clean living is enough? What does it cost?

     The Salvation that God provides now is “Total And Complete” (Col. 2:10). After Christ made purification of sins, He sat down (Heb. 1:3). The work is done: “It is Finished”. It’s truly “Amazing Grace”!

JUDGEMENT – is the consequence of sin, only made worse by its denial. Man escapes judgment by the confession of sin and placing one’s trust in Christ who paid the penalty of sin. The payment for sin was paid in full -- “One simple, not so easy payment”. There is no need for an endless cycle Karmic debt to be paid over many, many lifetimes.

We are set free in Christ!

HEAVEN AND HELL – The Bible describes heaven and hell as objective places of conscious existence after death, not just states of mind.

· Hell is described as a place of separation from the blessings and presence of God, a place of punishment for all who reject God’s means of salvation, Jesus Christ and His work of redemption (Daniel 12:2; Mt. 8:11-12; 13:42,50; I Th. 4:14).

· Heaven is described as a place of eternal communion with God. Heaven is a real objective place, truly absent of pain, sin, sorrow, suffering and death. It’s a place of eternal bliss (Mt. 25:34,37; Jn. 3:5,16,18,21; Rev. 21-22).

DEATH AND DISEASE – are realities that our daily existence continues of confirm. It’s not uncommon for the leaders of the New Age Movement while denying outwardly the existence of sickness, secretly sought conventional medical assistance when confronted with a physical illness. Some even boldly proclaimed that they would never die, i.e.: Charles Fillmore (founder of the USC) firmly believed that he would never die. Fillmore believed that the very idea of death could make and mold it into a reality. Making positive affirmations of eternal life and not allowing the idea of death into our consciousness can make eternal life a reality:

“When confronted with error or evil, instead of giving them reality and thus power over us, we must choose to mentally affirm their unreality and powerlessness while positively reaffirming the Good”.

     When reality sets in and these New Age fakes pass from this earth, they themselves and their foolish teachings are rightly discredited. There are just too many situations in this life where all the positive thinking in the world is ineffective.

     New Age thinking on death and disease does not adequately provide a useful way of dealing with these serious matters. The Biblical worldview that explains the entrance of sin and death into the universe of a holy God, and His finite creation (Ro. 5:12), and God’s solution -- Christ’s death and resurrection, is far superior and truer to life than any other worldview.
SCRIPTURE – The New Age method of interpretation is purely subjective and cannot logically teach truth about anything. New Agers arbitrarily give all places, names, and words, etc., some inner hidden meaning, a meaning that is never consistent. They literally make communication impossible. Their speculative interpretations are of little value. They lack any authority.

     Jesus never interpreted Scripture like New Age groups do. He always interpreted Scripture literally or normally. Jesus spoke of Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Jonah, etc., as real people of history.  Jesus words never have an inner hidden meaning.

     New Age cults, like all cults say that the Scriptures are not sufficient for spiritual life and growth. Something more is always needed -- a new interpretation, additional revelation. A variety of sources are suggested: listening to our inner voice; tapping into the vast reservoir of the Universal mind made possible by one vacating the mind in a self-induced trance; or superior knowledge can be obtained through the spirits of past humans animals and even plants.

     Historical Evangelical Christianity gives a better, more valuable and consistent method of interpreting Scriptures.

“The Historical and Grammatical Method of Interpretation”
     This method uses normal and universal accepted rules of interpretation, the same method that any legitimate scholar would use to interpret any historical document. 

OCCULT — New Agers use crystals as a vehicle to amplify our energy to cause an effect in the force to gain insight into the spirit world. The Bible specifically forbids spiritism of any kind. It prohibits contact with disincarnate spirits directly or through a medium (De. 18:19-20). “In reality people are contacting demons who lie about their origin and impersonate any type of being for the sake of deception and malice”

     A better solution is to ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate the already plain literal meaning of the Bible, and then to trust God for what it says!

FREEMASONRY

“THE CRAFT”

MEMBERSHIP – US membership is about 4 million as of 1990; worldwide membership is at 6 million. Membership is marked by various degrees through which one may pass. There are 13,700 lodges in America, a decline from 15,300; 33,700 lodges worldwide. They constitute the largest worldwide secret society. For many it is merely a fraternal fellowship.

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS – Demolay: Youth
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                    of Freemasonry.

“The great mass of the membership is densely ignorant of everything connected with Masonry. . . . The majority of Masons are sadly lacking in the knowledge of the height, breadth and depth of Masonic teachings as contained in the meanings of many symbols of Masonry. . . . Those who know the least about Freemasonry are the Masons themselves. . . . Nearly every Mason thinks he knows all about it. As a matter of fact however he does not”.

SPHERES OF INFLUENCE – Religion, education, business, charitable organizations, politics. They have dominated the U.S. Supreme Court, and fourteen U.S. Presidents have been Masons. Scotland Yard was heavily Masonic Their chief religious influence is seen in Unitarianism, Mormonism, and Witchcraft. Many officers of the Salvation Army are Masons. The Vatican is infiltrated with Masons, and the Presbyterian Church of Wales is “strongly influenced” by Masonry.
 Former Mason Jack Harris observes that “many ministers, elders, deacons, trustees and Sunday School teachers” are Masons.
. Their influence extends much further than their numbers would seem to indicate.

“There influence is enough within the Church that most conservative Christian denominations bodies (excluding the South Baptist) have issued official declarations condemning Masonry as a non-Christian or an antichristian religion”.

FORM OF RELIGION – humanistic; mystical; eclectic or syncretistic. They have no worship services; not a church per se, but a fraternal organization. Freemasons gather at club meetings. They claim to be non-religious or not a religion, but all have the trappings of a deeply religious organization. They meet at “Temples”, and have an altar, sacred books, prayers, and rituals. They have never had one authoritative leader. Masons are lead by the laws and regulations of Freemasonry. All lodges worldwide have the same symbols, degrees and teachings. Freemasons are bound through obedience to the ancient mystery “truths” that are gradually revealed as they advance in rank or degree.

     They proclaim, “Masonry is the one true religion whose mystical core constitutes the inner truths of all religions”.
 They are the higher form of religion. They claim to be compatible with Christianity, but deny the Trinity, Deity of Christ, salvation by grace through faith, and the uniqueness of the Bible. Freemasonry promotes involvement with the occult as a means of achieving a higher degree of “truth”.

PUBLICATIONS – they have none since they are a secret fraternity. However, they have three major works:

“Coils Masonic Encyclopedia” by Henry Coil.

”Mackey’s Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry” by Albert Mackey

“Morals and Doctrines” by Albert Pike

HISTORY -- Many of the humanist in the 1500’s sought to define a new system of morality because of the corruption they saw in the Church. In order to do this they felt they need to establish a new world order. They read Plato who said, “that if we could have a group of wise men who were well paid to rule over the people then there would be no corruption. This was their plan, but first they needed to destroy the present world order based on the rules of God – through the King and the Church. To publicly proclaim such an idea in that day would be seen as heresy and treason, the result being the lose of one’s head or imprisonment.

     The roots of Masonry began in the middle ages. Guildsmen and craftsman were called Masons. The early Freemasons were craftsman who built the churches, highly skilled individuals who formed trade unions, called lodges, to protect trade secrets and skills. This early form was called “operative or Craft Masonry”. During subsequent centuries the lodges were opened to anyone who sought membership, which included politicians, clergymen, scientist, and philosophers. These humanist thinkers infiltrated into the Craft/Masonic Lodges, know as “Speculative Masons”, called so by the “Craft Masons”. Even today there are the two types of Masons: “Craft Masons”, genuine masons who build buildings, and the “Speculative Masons”, the humanist thinkers who’s purpose is to build a new world order. These new members gradually began to formulate various rituals and doctrines to accompany some of the simple trade symbols already in use by the operative or working Masons. It was during this time that occultism was brought into the lodges. They incorporated pagan mystery religious believes (Egypt, Rome Greece) and occult practices. Eventually the various grades, workers went through in learning their various crafts, were replaced by degrees of advancement in esoteric knowledge. Speculative Masons interpreted the symbols and artifacts of Craft Masonry in an allegorical, religious manner.

     Modern Masonry began in 1717 in England and came to America and Canada as people migrated.

PURPOSE – “to reach the spiritual and divine within himself” (Henry C. Clausen, Clausen’s Commentaries on Morals and Dogma, p. 157).
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