Little Children Don’t Sin
I John 2:1-2

Introduction:

I. The Declaration - “My little children” – 2:1a
A. They Are Believers

“Τεκνία μου”- literally - “My little born ones”

Used seven times by John in this epistle (vv. 1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21) and once in his Gospel (John 13:33).
He wouldn’t say “born” meaning physical.
They were little born-again ones.
B. They Are Beloved

my - John had a part in their salvation and discipling.

He calls them beloved in verse 7.
II. The Disclaimer – 2:1b

A. The Statement – “don’t sin”
What he has said so far was not:

1. To excuse sin
2. To encourage sin

B. The Explanation - 

Necessary because of:

1. Who God is:

He is Light
He is Holy

2. How We Might React

He might claim fellowship with God, v. 6.
He might not take seriously his need for cleansing, v. 9.
He might assume he has no sin, v. 8.
He might take lightly his need for confession, v. 9.
He might rationalize sin and deny that he has committed any, v. 10.
3. What God Demands for Fellowship

He demands openness 

He demands honesty

III. The Disclosure – 2:1c
A. We Do and Will Sin

The Christian should seek and with God’s help not sin

ἐάν τις ἁμάρτῃ, future condition
‘if he should sin, and it is likely’
He is not deserted in his moment of need.

In the moment of his weakness and failure there is help.

B. We Have an Advocate
1. Meaning of Advocate – παράκλητον; Lawyer “But the technical mng. ‘lawyer’, ‘attorney’ is rare”

2.  The work of the Advocate

a. He does not plead to keep us saved. 

1)  The believer is secure.

2)  The believer has eternal life.

3)  The believer is born into God’s family.

4)  It is the Father’s will that the Son lose none - John 6:37-40
“…﻿His is the will of the Father who sent Me, ﻿﻿that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing…”

5)  The believer is justified by faith.

 Begins with no condemnation


Ends with no separation

In between “all things work together for good”    v. 28

b. What does He plead? Lu 22:31-33

1) That his faith fail not.

2) Restoration to fellowship

3)  Subsequent effectiveness in service
c. How does He qualify?

1) He is ideally situated - with the Father

2) He is ideally suited 

He is righteous

He is one of us.
C. We Have a Propitiation – 

1. The meaning of propitiation – satisfaction
2. The Person of Propitiation - Jesus

Note: He is the Propitiation

a. What He is – Righteous

b. What He did - cross

3. The Extent of the Propitiation - Limited or Unlimited?
a.  For our sins

II Peter 2:24

“…who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree…” 

I Corinthians 15:3
“Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” 

b.  For the sins of the world –

John 3:16a

“God so loved the world…” 

2 Corinthians 5:19

“…﻿God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself…” 

c.  For the sins of the whole world

1 John 2:2

“also for the whole world…” 

Conclusion
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