Be An Overcomer
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     In the book of Revelation there are some thrilling promises held out to those overcome in the midst of trial 

“To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7).

Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life… He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death” (Revelation 2:10-11).

To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” (Revelation 2:17).

He who overcomes… to him I will give authority over the nations… and I will give him the morning star” (Revelation 2:26-28).

He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels” (Revelation 3:5).

“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven” (Revelation 3:12).

“He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” (Revelation 3:21-22).

“He who overcomes will inherit these thing and I will be his God and he will be My son.” (Revelation 21:7).

Who are the Overcomers?

     Greek word “to overcome” is “nikoonti” meaning, “to subdue, conquer, prevail, get the victory, to be placed in the win column.” In a legal sense it means “winning ones case”. It was commonly used of the “victor” in the games. The noun is “nike” meaning “victory”. Nike was the name of the Greek goddess, represented in art as a symbol of personal superiority. To be an Overcomer was to be victorious in both military and legal combat.

Seven times it is written,

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says…”

Question? – To whom is the Spirit speaking? To whom is the Spirit exhorting to overcome and be victorious?

Answer – “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches”.

The Spirit of God is speaking to people who are in the churches.

Question? – Is the Spirit speaking to and exhorting unbelievers in the churches to overcome? Or is the Spirit speaking to believers.

Potential Overcomers

1. The exhortation to overcome is for believers to motivate them to preserver in good deeds until the end of their life and a warning to them that if they do not they will lose everything, including their salvation. (Arminian)

Some Christians will win and some one time Christians will lose everything.

Problem: No believer can lose their eternal salvation!

2. The exhortation to overcome is to unbelievers to acquaint them with the benefits of believing and doing good deeds. It is also to believers to preserver in good deeds until the end of their life who will by definition, by necessity, will inevitable overcome, and a hypothetical warning given to test believers that if they do not preserver they may prove they are not truly saved. All Christians are overcomes by believing and will receive the rewards for overcoming/believing. (Traditional Reform and Puritan, E.P.)

All Christians win everything!

Problem: 1) If the Spirit is exhorting unbelievers to overcome then he is telling them they need to work for their salvation; 2) “If all saints persevere and are victorious, the exhortations and promises of rewards are pointless. An exhortation to do something everyone does anyway to obtain a reward which all will receive anyway is absurd” (Dillow, p. 559)
3. The exhortation to overcome is for faithful believers to motivate them to preserver in good deeds until the end of their life and a real warning to unfaithful Christians that they are in danger of losing a great reward. (Partakers)

Faithful Christians win and unfaithful Christians lose their reward.

Problem: Understanding the historical and grammatical context in which overcome is used. We must understand the meanings of the words used at the time they were written and we should be cautious of importing the meaning of the same words of one context into another context. I.e.: TRUNK.

In 1 John the Overcomer is the true Christian. The particular kind of overcoming is believing in Christ. 

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…” (1 John 5:1).

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:4-5).

“You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one” (1 John 2:13).

     In the book of Revelation the meaning of Overcomer is used in a decidedly different way. In Revelation John has in view a victorious perseverance in the midst of trials by which a Christian merits special rewards in eternity, not the initial act of becoming a Christian in which sense all Christians have overcome the world and devil by believing.

     “While John in the Revelation contrasts Christians with non-Christians (Rev. 21:7-8) his major burden in the book is to challenge Christians to become Overcomers by laying before their gaze the magnificent future they can inherit if they are faithful to the end. Repeatedly, the contrast in this book is between the faithful Overcomer and the unfaithful Christian”. (Dillow)
     “The fact that all Christians in 1 John are Overcomers in no way implies that all Christians in Revelation are as well. The word “nikoonti” does not imply “true Christian” only implies “one who overcomes”. (“To import the contextually devise sense of the fuller sense into revelation is simply an illegitimate identity transfer”).

     The condition for becoming an overcomer in 1 John is simply, believing. However, the meaning and conditions for becoming an Overcomer in Revelation are completely different.

“He who overcomes, and he who keeps/does My deeds/will until the end…” (Revelation 2:26)

“Blessed is he who heeds/does the words of the prophecy of this book…" (Revelation 22:7)

"Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done…” (Revelation 22:12-14).

Overcoming is simply something someone does!

Nike = “Just do it”

     The Overcomer receives more than just eternal life, which cost nothing, and which all Christians already possess when they first believed. But when Christ comes He brings with Him rewards for those who faithfully served Him throughout their entire life and did not give up:

But is salvation is truly “by faith alone, in Christ alone”, “faith + nothing”, faith – our works and faith + Christ work, then the Spirit is exhorting believers to overcome

     Eternal life is free, a gift which come solely by means of believing in the person and work of Christ.

"It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost” (Revelation 21:6; John 4:10; 14).

     Eternal life is offered to the sinner freely, without cost, but rewards that come to the Overcomer cost him very high price, but the rewards are far beyond the cost. This outcome cost much, a life of discipleship. Eternal life is absolutely free, but the cost of discipleship is extremely high but the benefits are exceedingly greater than we can even image.

Overcomers will Partake of the Tree of Life and Enter by the Gates:

“To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7).

“Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:1-2).

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city” (Revelation 22:14-15).

     The tree of life is first found in Genesis 3:22, 24. All other references are in Proverbs (3:18; 11:30: 13:12; 15:4) where the uses suggests a quality of life—rich fellowship with God. The tree of life is presented as a conditionally earned and merited reward to those who at great cost to themselves overcome and preserve to the final hour.

     Participation in the tree of life is a regular experience of fellowship with God. A special privilege reserved only for faithful believers. The theologian Barnhouse says that,

“Eating of the tree of life is a reward… He receives over and above his entrance into eternal life -- the abundant life”.

     The tree of life is reserved for those who washed their robes (22:14) (daily confession of sin -- prayer, reading and study of God’s Word, the removal of all that is impure, walking according to the Spirit -- progressive sanctification). 

       Secondly, all Christians will enter the city of the New Jerusalem, but only the Overcomers will enter “by the gates”. They will enter with special honor. Some will enter with special honor and some will not. To enter by the gates means to enter “as conquerors in triumphal procession”. There were thousands who entered into Rome, but Caesar entered by the gates, by the victor arch.

     All Christians will enjoy eternal fellowship with Christ in eternity future, although in varying degrees.

Overcomers will Receive a Crown of Life and will Certainly Not be Hurt by the Second Death -- Hell

Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life… He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death” (Revelation 2:10-11).

     This exhortation is meant to remind and encourage faithful believers that even though they may lose their physical life (the first death) by persecution because of their testimony for Christ they will receive a special recognition for their sacrifice and will not be subject to any more death.


1) It does not say that those who do not overcome are subject to the second death. The Spirit is making a positive statement in a negative way;

2) This verse is an example of a literary device known as “litotes” – a figure of speech in which a positive statement is made by a negating its opposite;

3) Paul speaks of a crown as a reward,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day” (2 Timothy 4:7-8).

Overcomers will be Clothed in White and will not have there Name Erased from the Book of Life

“He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels” (Revelation 3:5)

     The white rob or garment is a reward for the righteous deeds of the saints, this is not a reference to the imputed righteousness of God. Even though their earth garment is stain with their own blood they will receive a pure white robe in honor of their sacrifice.

“I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained… And there was given to each of them a white robe; (Revelation 6:9, 11)

“Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great” (Matthew 5:11-12)

     The word name in Greek “onoma” can be and ought to be translated here as reputation. The removal from the book of life refers to the removal one’s reputation, not his person. 

“To him who overcomes… I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it” (Revelation 2:17).

     The Overcomer will receive a new name, a name of honor. Receiving a new name was a common Jewish custom that characterizes that life. Jesus of Nazareth was given a new name, “the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 2:9).

     What is promised is a unique and honorable eternal identity. God will remember and preserve the name of the Christian who overcomes, implying a peculiarly close relationship between God and the Overcomer.

     Having ones name/reputation removed from the book life is not a reference to someone losing their salvation, but it is equivalent to having unworthy individuals (criminals) from receiving the rights and privileges of equal citizenship, i.e.: the right to vote.

     Those Christians who were particularly faithful in acknowledging Christ to and on the earth, will be acknowledged by Him then in the future in heaven.  This does not mean being declared saved, but rather having the Master say, “Well Done, good and faithful servant”.

Overcomers will Inherit These Things and have a Unique Relationship with God:

“He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son” (Revelation 21:7).

     To inherit is to own or to possess something. Here the Overcomer will come to possess ownership in contrast to residence in Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem will be inhabited by all the saints, but only the Overcomers will rule there. They are the ones who receive special honor.

     The phrase “I will be his God and he will be My son” is a statement of special honor, not of regeneration… The intent of the phrase was to signify a special, intimate relationship. It is possible for us to live in such a way that God is proud to be called our God and to be proud to call us His son.

     Even Jesus given the title “Son” and became God’s unique (one and only) or special Son (Acts 13:33), upon His resurrection from the dead because of His humility involving total obedience to the Father’s will (Phil. 2:5-11).

     All Christians are God’s children, but not all are obedient mature sons. Jesus taught that there are sons and then there are “sons indeed”. There are disciples and then there are “disciples indeed”, those who keeps His commandments. 

Remember:

“We will all stand before the judgment seat of God” (Rom 14:10)

 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10).

Our work not our person will be judge,

“fire itself will test the quality of each man's work” (1 Corinthians 3:13).

Question Is:

Will you be an Overcomer! The rewards for doing so are great, the regret for not doing so will be great as well. Will you “Just Do It”!

Some point to this verse as proof that this verse is an exhortation to unbelievers to believe and receive eternal life. If this is an exhortation directed at unfaithful Christians they would be subject to condemnation in hell for failing to overcome. 





REWARDS (Grk. misthos, meaning "hire, wage, reward," Matt 5:12,46; 6:1; 10:41; Mark 9:41; 1 Cor 3:8; etc.). Rewards are offered by God to a believer on the basis of faithful service rendered after salvation. It is clear from Scripture that God offers to the lost salvation and for the faithful service of the saved, rewards. Often in theological thinking salvation and rewards are confused. However, these two terms must be carefully distinguished. Salvation is a free gift (John 4:10; Rom 6:23; Eph 2:8-9, whereas rewards are earned by works (Matt 10:42; cf. Luke 19:17; 1 Cor 9:24-25; 2 Tim 4:7-8). Then, too, salvation is a present possession (Luke 7:50; John 5:24). On the other hand, rewards are future attainment to be dispensed at the second coming of Christ for His own (Matt 16:27; 2 Tim 4:8). Rewards will be dispensed at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10; Rom 14:10). The doctrine of rewards is inseparably connected with God's grace. A soul is saved on the basis of divine grace; there is no room for the building up of merit on the part of the believer. Yet God recognizes an obligation on His part to reward His saved ones for their service to Him. Nothing can be done to merit salvation, but what the believer has achieved for God's glory, God recognizes with rewards see 1 Corinthians 3:9-15 and 9:16-27; 2 Corinthians 5:10. (The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)
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